Qz 9 EPI SODE 46
[ sounds of the bridge]
JCE

It's steering the ship. The plant is
steering the ship. Yep.

LEET
You already said that.
JOE
Dramati c enphasi s.
MADEL | NE
So, do we know what pl anet they cane
fron? And how long it'lIl take us to

get there? Also, and | really do NOT
want to ask this - are they the reason
so many pods are goi ng dark?

VON HABER ZETZER
"They"-no. But that bad one, ze true
O her...yes. Probably.

JESSI E
So basically we've been fw pping their
j ui ce boxes out the airlock.

COLI N
My god. Just when | thought this
conversation couldn't get worse. How
many Qthers are there? Ms. Sheffield?

QLI VIA
They' ve gone, I'mafraid. Geg's
ki dneys di sconnect ed.

GREG
You coul d just say they hung up.

LI VIA
VWhere's the fun in that?

THEO
| think it's safe to say they didn't
have tinme to count, Colin. But it's a
good question. If they're active again
after all these years, they nust think
they're ready - for whatever cones
next .
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NARRATOR
Hmm®? Ch, yes. |'mhere, |I'm here.
Just didn't want to interrupt a
dramatic nonment. Sonetines you j ust
have to let a nonent hang in the air,
i ke snoke.... Deep, rich, velvety,
snokey. ..snoke. Sorry. So, there were
quite a lot of revelations in the |ast
epi sode, or at |east sone very spooky
guessi ng going on. Are the Qthers
terraform ng US when we thought we
were terraform ng THEM? And are the
pods full of rich folks just CGogurts
for the Gthers, as they nmake their way
back to Earth? W' ve heard we're not
al one in the vast expanse of space, so
if there's anyone conpetent out there
who can intercept, could you maybe
broadside the Oz 9 and | end a hand?

ALBATROS
So. How far is it to their hone
pl anet? And what happens to us when we
get there? I'mgoing to need a much
bi gger pen.

VON HABER ZETZER
W were never able to glean from zem
where zere planet is. Zo many
comruni cation issues, you haf no idea.

LEET
It's actually not THAT hard to
understand themif you take swatches
W th you.

COLIN
Leet ?

LEET
Shut up?

COLIN

Thank you. Do you at |east have a
guess, Doctor?

VON HABER ZETZER
Nei n.

MADEL I NE
Ni ne guesses? Well, that narrows it
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down sone.

VON HABER ZETZER
Mein Got. And | thought conmunicating
wth aliens was ze hard part.

QLI VI A
"1l explain it to her later. | can
gi ve you a general idea which
direction we're heading in when the
plant is in control.

LBF
Doct eur Theo, did you not say the nold
could kill the bad plants? Perhaps we

shoul d arrange a neeting, ehhhh?

THEO
Yes, the nold does attack the hostile
plants, but | doubt that's ever been
tested on one of the Others. That
plant is ancient and |ikely much nore
powerful than its genetically
mani pul at ed descendants.

LEET
Did you know red is universally the
col or of rage? And | nean
"universally." Like, the whole
uni verse, universally.

COLI N
D d anyone say your nane?

LEET
No fair. You just told nme to shut up,
you didn't jinx nme. [pause] | used to
like the color red, but now it always
seens like it's shouting at ne.

GREG
Qui ck question: how often do they need
to eat? | nean, if they brought aboard
a certain nunber of pods, and we
fw pped a | ot of those pods, what
happens if they run out? Not that I
want themto eat any of the
passengers, of course, but, well...

LBF
| can assassi nate them



31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

ALBATROS
No, you can't. But congratul ati ons on
getting all the syllables in that
word, for a change.

JESSI E
| " m guessi ng kudzu bread with cattai
mar mal ade isn't going hold them over
until landfall.

MADEL | NE

We need to fix ny popcorn machi ne.
ALBATROS

Real | y?
MADEL | NE

It's Invasion of the Body Snackers.
You want to give 'em popcorn? Or one
of us?

ALBATROS
Whom are you offering?

MADEL | NE
"' m TRYNA" CAPTAI N HERE

LEET
The two on the right talk nostly in
greens, which | guess nmakes sense,
t hem being plants and all. Lots of
browns, too. Al so sunlight.

COLI N
Leet!

LEET
Sorry.

THEO

No, wait. What do you nean they "tal k"
in greens?

LEET
| don't know a better way to explain
it.

THEO
Do you... talk back to thenf
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JESSI E
Oh, cone on. You're seriously thinking
we shoul d stand around gabbin' at
ferns, do ya? There's got to be a
hat chet around here; let's just go
take care of the big baddies right
now. If we can't fwip 'em well, we've
got a conpost room

THEO

Hang on. No, hang on netaphorically.
JESSI E

Right. Sorry.
THEO

Leet, can you make yoursel f understood
to then?

LEET
No. | don't know how to do what they
do. | can understand the good plants

better; it's harder to figure out what
the Gther one is saying. It's kind of
like in the novies when soneone's al
Ye O de Shoppe and hither and

codpi eces and stuff. | get sone of it,
but then it says something weird and
they all laugh, but |I don't get it. |
think it's usually about pollination.
They talk a LOT about pollination.

JESSI E
You're saying you can actually talk to
these alien plant things?

LEET
It's not really talking, like we're
doing. It's nore |like decoding their
passwords. They shoot colors and
snells at nme, and | try to figure out
what they nean.

THEO
Snel |l s? Can you expl ain? Al so, what
are you doing to ny head?

LEET
' m tucking your hair behind your ear.
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THEO
| don't have hair.

LEET
That's K
CCLI N
Snells...green snells?
LEET
Yeah. You've snelled themtoo?
CCLI N
Yes. | thought it was the result of

sandw ches.

MADEL| NE
The result of...? Oh. Ew

VON HABER ZETZER
Ahhhhh, of course. Your zenze of znel
i s heightened thanks to ze olive, eh?

CCLI N
Yes, and on a ship full of rancid
food, and frankly a pretty rancid
crew, that is NOT a benefit.

THEO
Can you make any sense of what you're
snmel | i ng?

CCLI N
Don't be absurd. It just
snells....green. O brown. \Whatever.
JESSI E
What, |ike pine trees and bogs? And

before you say it, not THAT ki nd of
bog, the kind with peat.

MADEL| NE
Who' s Pet e?

JESSI E
VWhat ?

LI VIA

[l explain that to her later as
wel | .
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COLI N
No, they don't snell |ike anything
famliar, it's just the scent of
green. Greenliness. And sul fur, which
is the scent of hell itself, ny god.

JCE
You know you' re not maki ng sense here,
right?

LEET
He is, though.

THEO
Hmmm We need to separate them The
two beni- benevol ent ones fromthe
hosti |l e one.

JESSI E
Separate, bollocks! W need to kil
t hem

LEET
No! At |east not the good ones.

JESSI E
Are you 100 percent positive that two
of them ARE good?

LEET
I"'m... 79- no, 83. Eighty-three
percent positive.
MADEL | NE
That's still 35 percent not, Leet.
THEO

Thirty-five?

JESSI E
And she's your captain. Let that sink
in for a hot second.

THEO
|'"d rather not. We're not killing
anyt hing, Leet. But we need to do sone
research. Can you think of anything
that snells like their snells?
Sonet hi ng we can use to communi cat e?
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GREG
There's lots of green and brown stuff
in the bi oswanp. Maybe we can m X
somet hi ng up?

LEET
| dunno. [sniffs] There! Snell that?
That's t hemn

THEO
| don't snell anything. Well, not
anyt hi ng new. . .

JESSI E
Nope. Naught.
MADELI NE
VWait. You snell it clear up here? On

t he bridge? Are they noving?

LEET
| don't think so. | think it's com ng
from[sniff] Colin.

CCOLI N
VWhat ? You' re nmd.

VON HABER ZETZER
You are zaying our Colin can reproduce
ze snells of ze plants? Ach! Zis is
very good news i ndeed!

LEET
So000... you're a good guy now, right?

VON HABER ZETZER
| haf al ways been, nein friend Leet.

OLl VI A
Debat abl e.

VON HABER ZETZER
Vile on zis ship, | haf been a good
fellow, zis is vat | am sayi nk.

QLI VIA
Slightly nore accurate.

CCLI N
HELLO?
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THEO
I f Colin can produce their, |anguage,
| guess? can you tell what he's
sayi ng, Leet?

LEET
Eat ne.

THEO
... beg your pardon?

LEET
That's what Colin's saying.

COLI N
| nost certainly am not!

LEET
Sorry, but you are.

CCLI N
My god. Keep ne away fromthose
pl ant s!

THEO
What are you feeling right now? W
need to figure out how you trigger
certain scents so you can speak back
to them

COLI N
VWhat am | feeling? Apparently, 1've
been wandering around shouting, "I'm
tasty, come and get nme" to hom cida

plants. I'mterrified!
THEO
Believe me, | understand accidentally

comuni cating the wong nessages. The
trick is figuring out how to send the
ri ght ones.

poi son dart frog

COLI'N
GAAAAAH!

JESSI E
Oy! Get back here, Lynnie!
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JCE
Isn't that that poison frog? Wiy do
you still have it?

JESSI E
Lynnie is not an "it," she's a she.
Probably. Doesn't matter. |'ve taken a

liking to her, and she's quite happy
in ny pocket, so you |l eave her be.

CCLI N
Well, get "Lynnie" off me this
i nstant.

THEO
Hang on. That gives ne an idea...

NARRATOR

This is the bit where they all huddle
up, and you don't get to hear what
they' re planning because it'll ruin
the surprise or something. O possibly
the witer doesn't really know t he
plan yet and is stalling for tine.
Either way, we'll take the opportunity
to check in with the crew on Earth,
who had narrowl y escaped fromthe

O hers the last tine we checked in.

BEN
Wiy do they keep hangi ng up on us?!

JULI E
Ben, honey, they're in space. There's
a lot of stuff between them and us.
Li ke, space.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
It is inconvenient. Well. | don't know
about you lot, but I'mconcerned we're
a touch exposed out here.

JULI E
We coul d head for the rough where |'ve
been living. They think we're dead, so
they won't be | ooking for us.

DONNA
If it's all the same to you, |I'm
feeling a little Em|y-and-Howard-ish.

10.
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JULI E
Meani ng?

DONNA
Li ght on arns. How s about we sw ng
back to Louisville? | clocked a couple
of pawn shops as we went past.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
That's at | east an hour, hour-and-a-
half drive. We'll have to take the
gol f cart.

BEN
No, please. |I've risked ny |ife enough
ti mes today.

JULI E
We can't stay here. It's good they
think we're dead. If they spot us,
they' Il finish the job.

BEN

VWhat are you hol di ng?
JULI E

Oh. Sanpl es.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Those are fromthe O hers. When were
you cl ose enough to get clippings?

JULI E
Does it matter?

BEN
YES.

JULI E

| have a theory about how t hey

comuni cate, and | need |living sanples
to study. |I've got to get these in
some wat er.

BEN
Fi ne. They've got water in Louisville.
One of you can hot wire a real car
ri ght? Donna? Surely you did that
between ... cow tipping and ice
fishing and eating pancakes or
what ever ?
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JULI E

12.

Regul ar water won't do, this is from
one of the original travelers,
remenber? | need sul fur water. | have
to get to the springs. Pluto Springs
is just over there. Cone on!

BEN

More running. Running and trying not

to die.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Yes! Isn't it fun! Come al ong!

JULI E
Hurry up, Ben!

NARRATOR
Wil e they're hastening to the

springs, let ne

gi ve you an idea of

t he surroundings. French Lick is the
site of a very old, very el egant

resort where the wealthy and powerf ul
once came to "take the waters." Fanous
for their speedy |axative effects, the
springs were popul ar anong peopl e who
could afford the sort of diet that
made | axatives necessary. Toilets were

installed quite

near the springs so

t hose who i nbi bed weren't

enbarrassed. |It'

s a bit ironic our

group is running towards the springs.

tal king while running here, so sonme breathing as you do this

bit of dial ogue

DONNA
You sure it's a

good idea to nmake nore

of those beasties?

JULI E
| worked with their descendants,
remenber? |1'1l keep it small, and when
|"mdone with it, I'lIl destroy it.
DONNA

How? They're pretty much

i ndestructi bl e,
not es.

according to those
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JULI E
|'ve got it under control

MRS SHEFFI ELD
You have nold, don't you?

JULI E
Yes. It's in the back of your car, so
| hope G enda's still got your car, or
we wll be in trouble. OK Here we
are.

BEN

VWhat the hell is that?

JULI E
Ch, yeah, that's supposed to be Pluto,
t he Roman God of the Dead. That statue
has been around forever, apparently.

DONNA
OChhhhhh, that's what divia nmeant when
she said we were going to the hone of
t he devil hinself.

SQUTHERS
May be.

sounds of surprise fromJulie, Donna, Ms S,
sound of the fluorescent light fromMs S s cane

SOUTHERS
| f she did, she had it wong. The real
devil here is the fella that runs this
pl ace.

DONNA
What happened to you?

SQUTHERS
| was trying to help Gertie. | shoul da
known when they hustled your botani st
gal out with the rest of you - they
didn't care about ny Gertie. Wile |

was tending her, the devil |ocked ne

in the greenhouse. And it was feeding

time. | barely made it out alive.
DONNA

Your shoes sure are shiny.

Ben:

13.
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BEN
Real | y, Donna?

SQUTHERS
| been sitting here shining 'em since
| escaped. That's how | made ny first
dol I ar, you know - shinin' a rich
man's shoes. So | sat here and
pol i shed ny shoes and wondered where
the hell it all went wong.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Yes, well, 1'Il feel sorry for you
just the far side of NEVER, but for
now, let's figure out what to do with
the devil in the bright sunlight,
nmmm?

JULI E
| need sonething to keep the water in.
Anyone got anyt hi ng?

SOQUTHERS
Here. Use ny flask. | finished up the
whi skey setting fires in the
gr eenhouse.

JULI E
This is your "flask"? How nuch does
this thing hold?

SOUTHERS
Were | conme from a |lady never asks
the size of a man's fl ask.

BEN
Watch it, Southers. Could we maybe get
to the springs and get out of sight?
VWhat if Charlie's prowing around?

JULI E
It's a pagoda. How "out of sight" were
you hoping to be?

BEN
Just go fill up your giant flask, and
let's get out of here!

MRS SHEFFI ELD
So am | right in assum ng your
| oyalties have ... shifted sonewhat ?
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SQUTHERS
Not half the distance of a butterfly
fart, as ny grandpa used to say. MWy
| oyal ti es have been and will always be
to ne.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Let nme rephrase: am|l right in
assum ng your bread is now buttered on
t he ot her side?

SQUTHERS
| don't knowif it's your accent or
sonme bizarro |iney slang, but | have
no i dea what you're saying.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Oh, but deci phering the "butterfly
fart" was a doddle. Last go: you m ght

be willing to be on our side now

rather than theirs, since they tried

to kill you nore recently than we did?
SQUTHERS

Surely. I wll, of course, junp ship

at the first sign of a turning tide,
however .

MRS SHEFFI ELD

Dul y not ed.

JULI E
K, I've got the water. Nice seal on
this flask, | have to say; nothing's

getting out of there.

SOUTHERS
Little mssy, the last liquid in that
flask was 25-year-old Scotch that
retails at $2500 a bottle, and that's
only because | couldn't get the good
stuff out here in Tunmbl eweed, | ndiana.

BEN
VWhere's Buck?

SOUTHERS
Dropped himoff in Terra Haute. Said
he had an appoi ntnent at the zoo.

15.
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MRS SHEFFI ELD
Oooo. You weren't ... fond of him
were you?

SOUTHERS
Is a cat fond of its scratching post?
s a dog fond of its chewtoy? Is a
kangar oo fond of -

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Yes, all right, | get the point. Hang
on, what was that |ast one?

SQUTHERS
My point is Buck is strictly a
utilitarian accessory.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Well, yes, | understand, but what is
t he kangaroo equi val ent of a chew toy?

BEN
Hey! You have a car! Here!

SOUTHERS
Quick, ain't he?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Finally we shall see your car fromthe
i nside! Easier to enjoy the in-dash
digital nedia systemwhen it's not
acconpani ed by the sounds of your
conmpani ons screan ng over it. Shal
we?

SQUTHERS
This is not how | expected this day to

go.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
| suspect not. Now, let's chat about
that devil, M. Tiberius.

SOUTHERS
Ti berius? Oh, hell, no, that boy
hasn't got the brains to bl ow his nose
W t hout getting his feet wet. Fel onius
is the fella in charge.

JULI E
The | ackey? The guy who carried his



179 boss piggy-back all the way back to
the resort?

wal ki ng away

SQUTHERS
180 Don't let his bow and-scrape routine
fool you. Tiberius mght wear the
crown, but Fel onius has his uh..
sceptre-and-orbs in a twist, if you
catch ny neani ng.

BEN
181 Wait, | don't get it. Sceptre and
or bs?
JULI E
182 "1l explainit to you later, honey.
NARRATOR
183 Well, | think we've given the crew of
the 9 |l ong enough to discuss their
pl an. . ..

sounds of the bridge
LEET
184 Hang on. | still don't get what the
frog has to do with it.

noans and groans of inpatience and frustration

THEO
185 The frog? The frog is the center of
t he whol e i dea!
NARRATOR
186 Maybe not.
GREG
187 It's OK, Dr. Theo. |'ve got it.
JESSI E
188 G eg, | want Lynnie back safe and in
one poi sonous piece, got it?
GREG
189 Yes, ma'am Captain Jessie.
LEET

190 | thought Colin would deliver the
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message. Why do we need Lynnie?

MADEL| NE
VWw. Dr. Theo, how about | take a
whack at explaining it?

THEO
Oh. Un, sure, Captain Madeline. Be ny
guest .

MADEL | NE

s that an invitation to your hone
when we return to Earth?

THEO
What ?! Uhhhhh-

CCLI N
No. Now, get on with it!

MADEL | NE
Fine. Leet, we're using the frog
because Doctor Theo thinks it's a good
i dea, and he's much smarter than you
are. OK?

THEO
That's your expl anation?

LEET
Ohhhhhh. Got it. Plants comrunicate
t hrough pollinators, so we take Lynnie
back to the nold, |et her snuggle
awhi l e, then, when Lynnie is good and
covered in nold spores, we get her to

junp on the bad plant. That'll tel
t he baddi e that we have killer nold on
board, and it'll be afraid of us!
QLI VI A
And he sticks the | andi ng!
THEO
| can't believe that worked.
JOE
Still not sure how we separate the

pl ants, though, to get the baddie on
its own.
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ALBATROS
Bait.
LBF
®ooooo0, | like where this is going!
It's not ME, is it?
COLIN
No. It's ne.
ALBATROS
Sorry, Colin, but once the frog-
JESSI E
Lynni e.
ALBATROS
Really. I'mstarting to understand why

the original me is so keen on taking
you out. Once we've got the plant's
attention, thanks to Lynnie, we need
to get it noving. It can nove on its
own, correct?

THEO
From what Julie and crew experienced
down on Earth, yes, they can nove on
their own, and fast.

ALBATROS
Colin stands in the doorway, shooting
of f rainbows or m sting pheronones, or
what ever it is he does-

COLI N
My god, that sounds positively
obscene.

ALBATROS
Own it, Plantman. Once the plant
catches his scent, Colin, you head for
t he Dol ce and Gabbana wi ng. W know

it's enpty-
oLl VIA
Not ny fault!

ALBATROS
Yes, thank you, and we can trap it in
there. Colin, you runin, it foll ows,

19.
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MADEL| NE
And we shut the door behind it! Yes!

COLI N
Ohhhhh, that's how it works, is it?

LEET
Sounds great. But how do we get Lynnie
back?

COLIN
Yes, let's hear how you plan to get
THE FROG back, mmmm{?

JESSI E
"1l stand just outside the door to
the D& Gwng, and call her as the
pl ant dashes in. Just nake sure | have
her before you shut the door.

MADEL | NE
This is going to work!

JCE
Al right, let's saddle up!

CCLI N
If I mght just raise one tiny
obj ecti on, point out the nerest
winkle in this otherw se flaw ess

pl an?
ALBATROS
Qui ckly, please.
COLI N

VWhere am | ?

MADEL | NE
Well, the floating bucket is right
here, so |I'm guessi ng sonewhere here-
i sh.

COLI N
Quch! Yes, that's very hel pful. No,
where am | once the plant is safely
confined in the D & G w ng?

THEO
You're with us.
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COLI N
AmI1? It seens | ran into the D&G w ng
with the creature hot on ny heels, the
door was shut, Lynnie was saved,
hoorah! But | am I NSIDE WTH THE
PLANT.

MADEL I NE
Oh, yeah. Hmmm Well, we'll figure it
out when we get there. Let's go, crew,
hup hup hup!

COLI N
Figure it out when we get there?!

NARRATOR
As the crew races off to lure the
O her to the Dol ce and Gabbana w ng,
they fail to realize that Geg's
recent reboot has reset his internal
systens, including the kidney phone.

However, |ike nost software, the
reboot didn't happen at a conveni ent
time, |like when he woke up in the

cave, it happened in the m ddl e of

i nportant things and quietly disrupted
EVERYTHI NG, |i ke reboots al ways do.
Wth the ringer now reset to the
default silent node, Greg m stakes the
vi bration as nothing nore than the
natural effect of galloping with the
Al batros kicking himin the sides in
her haste and excitenent. Back on
earth, in a small, quiet hotel on the
edge of town...

JULI E
Dammt. No one's answering!

MRS SHEFFI ELD

Mmm®? |Is it so terribly inportant?
What exactly have you di scovered?

JULI E
|"mworried they mght try to
communi cate with the plants they have
on board. If I'"'mright, that's about
the worst thing they could do.

21.
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MRS SHEFFI ELD
Real | y? They have so many bad options
to choose from what nmakes this one
especially terrible?

JULI E
Look at the clippings, see how nuts
they are? | caught a housefly and
dipped it in the nold, then threwit
into the clippings, and they went into
a frenzy.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Good lord. Julie? Were's your duvet?

JULI E
They ate it. And a pillow

MRS SHEFFI ELD
That's i npossible. They're tiny.

JULI E
Don't ook in the bathtub

GLENDA
"Il take care of the bathtub foliage
in the norning. Now zip it and let ne

sl eep.
BUCK

Yeah, shut up. I'mtryna sleep here.
NARRATOR

S0000000. .. question for you, our

listening audience: if you're a killer
pl ant, would you go after the
vegetarians first? Because if so, |I'm
going to go have a cheeseburger. Then
" mgoing to go apol ogi ze to the

broccoli in ny refrigerator and set it
free. Having seen what these plants do
when angry, | suggest you do the sane.

You' ve been listening to..
Iri Al exander as Julie
Sarah Golding as Ms Sheffield
David S Dear as Dr. Theo Bronme

Bonnie Brantley as Jessie and Donna

22.
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Ri chard Cowen as Leet

June C ark Eubanks as the Al batros and d enda

Ti m Sherburn as Colin and Buck

Eric Perry as Dr. von Haber Zetzer, Joe, and M. Southers
Aaron Clark as |le Bichon Frise and Ben

Kevin Hall as Geg

Shannon Perry as Madeline and Aivia

and nme, Richard Nadol ny, as your Narrator.

Qur nmusic is conposed and perforned by John Faley. Qur
artwork is by Lucas Elliott. This episode was directed by
June Cl ark Eubanks. Oz 9 is witten and produced by Shannon

Perry. Until next time, space nonkeys - and | really REALLY
hope there's a next tinme - Narrator out.



