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EPI SODE 63: THE HALLS OF THE MCCACEC

We hear the sounds of students in the corridors, voices,

| ockers opening and cl osing, footsteps, the bell rings. 50s
noir nusic, sound of manual typewiter, old detective novel
styl e.

NARRATOR
It's autum of 2133. A Tuesday. In the
corridors of the M nnetonka Comrunity
Col | ege Adult Conti nui ng Educati on
Center, or "MCCACEC," as it's known,
students are goi ng about their usual
busi ness. The | aunch of the 400 Oz
nodel 8000 ships is still 9 years in
the future, but plans are already
afoot. For nost of the students, the
schedul e consists of pretty normal
fare: algebra, literature, economcs,
bi ol ogy. But for a chosen few, the
roster of study is very different.

Sound of a gentle rap on glass. Narrator opens the door and
speaks to soneone out side.

NARRATOR
The booth is occupied, and |'ve
reserved it for the rest of the hour.
Check the schedule in the office.

Door shuts. Narrator nmutters a little about rudeness.
DR THEO

We hear his voice at a bit of a distance. Students are
chatting, papers rustling, etc. Bell rings. Student noise
halts abruptly when Dr. Theo starts speaking. Sighs of happy
cont ent ment .

Good norning, students. Everyone

pl ease settle down and take your
seats. Qpen your texts to Chapter 9,
"Eukaryotics -- when nold is on the
nove." One nonent; Brenda, could you
shut the door, please? Brenda? BRENDA.
Ch for crying out loud, Wlliam wll
you nudge Brenda for ne? WIIlianf
WLLIAM Ch good grief, next quarter
"' mteaching mesnmerismwhere this is
supposed to happen. Anyone? Hel | 0??
FINE. 1'Il get it nyself! My god,



there's nore glaze in here than a
gi ant box of Krispy Krenes.

Hi s voi ce increases as he approaches the door.

muf fling his voice as he returns to the | ectern.

Nar r at or

St udent s
add sone

Door cl oses,

DR THEO
Right. As | was saying: slinme nolds
are generally single-celled and
stationary, but when food is in short
supply, they can gather together and
actually nove to find new sources...

is still in noir style.

NARRATOR
Are the | ectures on Academ c
Conmposi tion and Conparative Theol ogy
just a front for an entirely different
sort of education? Perhaps.

nmuttering, general discontent and fear.

lines for mel

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Look, | underztand your conzerns about
artificial intelligence becom ng too
power ful unt taking over ze vorld, but
let's think about it: vould zat be
zuch a bad thi ng? Hoomanz make zo nmany
foolish m ztakes, unt ve haf nmade
great ztrides in giving conputers a
sense of conpassion unt enpathy. And
ve can inztitute security neasures.
For exanple, let nme tell you about a
project | am vurking on where we
Create zese tiny gaps in the Als'
continui ty- Ehhhhhh, vat is your name?
Matt? Coul d you pl ease cl ose the door?
My goodness, vat a chiseled jaw you
haf .

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Ze gaps are mniscule unt undetectabl e
to ze Al itzelf, giving us access to
hi de i nformations, and even shut it
down if nezezzary.. ..

Door shut s,

Feel

again nmuffling his voice. W nove on

W move on.

free to
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NARRATOR

We don't know nmuch about the history
of MCCACEC, except that the nodern
community col |l ege nost students know

was bui |t

literally on top of a nuch

ol der secret society. Fol ks around
here know about the sul phur springs
Jordan, |ess than 20 m | es away

under

as the loon flies,

but few know about

the springs and tunnels below the city
of M nnet onka.

There is the sound of thunping on thick glass.

Hey! |
sign i

Dal | ol
Pl ut o;
Vary,

doi ng

NARRATOR

t's still ny tinme. The on-air

s lit, do you mnd?? [back to
narrating] Those who di scover the
tunnel s accidentally are apt to wake
up in sone fairly distant places, like

, Ethiopia; Kreming,

Col or ado;

and the Czech town of Karl ovy
wth very hazy nenories of how
t hey got there and what they were

just previous. ddly,

one pl ace

no one has ever reported waking up in?
French Lick, Indiana.

Foot st eps, conversation as people wal k past. W hear Ms S's

conver sati ona

partner only as quiet,

MRS SHEFFI ELD

Yes, yes, Professor Dillon,
concerns about contrails have been
wel | docunented. [mansplain
do understand that the | and bel ow t he
nost heavily trafficked routes has
alarmingly high | evels of potassium

and phosphorus,

anot her expl anati on? [ pause,

Vel |,

munbl e,

[ munbl

They wal k away,

al arned nmunbl es.

your

munbl e] |

but m ght there be

munbl e]

those are common ingredients in
must | spell it out? [pause,

guestion] Urine, Anthony.

e, confusion] GCh, conme with ne.
"1l show you sone di agrans.

voi ces fading in the

MRS SHEFFI ELD

di st ance.

Flights I ess than a year |ong
generally don't use pods with waste
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managenent systens, professor. Have
you never flown?

NARRATOR

The date of the original structure
bel ow where the MCCACEC now stands is

unknown,

t hough sonme estimate it may

have been built as early as- WHAT?

The banging is |louder and nore urgent, and suddenly there is
the sound of a wooden door splintering.

GET QUT OF THE BOOTH,

NARRATOR

| " M RECORDI NG

[ sounds of scuffle and struggle,
Narrator's voice is nuffled] Get this

thing off ny head!

Wai t,

wai t,

What i s happeni ng?!
I"'min a flashback! You

can't kidnap nme during a flashback,
| cause a paradox in the tine-
space continuunm Wait!
... One second!

you'

. [unmuffl ed,

| eave

thing off.
nmout h
Meanwhile . ...

Foot steps, M's S knocks,

| ecture.

unt z

be a disaster!

Excuse nme a nonent,

| can't just

Take this dam
Well, at |east uncover ny

narrating]r

opens the door, Dr. VHZ is md-

DR VON HABER ZETZER
at 1s vy ve haf
ztrict vetting protocols. No one vants
to send idiots into zpace - zis vould

inztituted zo

Can you i nagi ne!

MRS SHEFFI ELD

students? Doctor? |f

wor d?

Zertainly.

Sorry, Sarah and Eric,

f ace noi ses.

Uhhhh
door

h. ..
her e,

woul d you,

coul d have a

DR VON HABER ZETZER

JULI E

just gonna ....

Pr of essor.

but gonna need sone passi onate kissy

cl ose the
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DR VON HABER ZETZER
Ztudents! Zo fragile. Did you vish to
zpeak with me, or vas this zinply a
pretense for a nonment of znoboches?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Now, Friederich, you behave. W've
gotten word fromM 18 that & has
built an entirely new raft of
gr eenhouses ABOVE ground.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Mmmm zis is interesting. It zeens
per haps they haf succeeded in nutating
the plants for |life outzide the
tunnel s.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Precisely. You are so awfully clever,
Fri ederich. ..

More ki ssy face.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Do your zaucy Zcottish flight
att endant .

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Here? At school? Wth the bell about
to ring?

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Excuse ne, Mss, may | hav unt gi nger
al e?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Oh, Friederich, you are a naughty
l[ittle schatzi. [Scottish accent]
"G nger ale"? Anay an bile yer heid,
ya daft dobby. There's nore ale in a
Scotman's gob on the fifth a January
than in this fizzy shite.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Ha! Zo delicious. | haf no idea vat
you are zaying, but it zounds
vunder bar!

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Now, about these greenhouses?
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DR VON HABER ZETZER

Yes, yes. Zere haf been runors of
Gated Gal axies vanting to run tests on

zese plants in outer space.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Wayever woul d they do that?

DR VON HABER ZETZER
It is un nystery, ny dear.

MRS SHEFFI ELD

| do think it's tinme we get soneone on

the ground in French Lick.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Zay it again.

MRS SHEFFI ELD

French. Liiiiiick.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Qooof, zo zaucy!

VMRS SHEFFI ELD
On task, Friederich; on task.

DR VON HABER ZETZER

Yes, very well. Ve could send Dr.

Br omae-

MRS SHEFFI ELD

Don't be absurd! Qur registration

woul d drop by hal f. Besides, |
he' d be recogni zed.

DR VON HABER ZETZER

But zis is true of every nenber of ze

staff hier.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
O the staff, yes.

DR VON HABER ZETZER

Zo vat are you zuggestink? Ve send Joe

the Janitor? Zo anuzi nk!

MRS SHEFFI ELD

Is that his nane? |'ve never net him
He's quite skulky... And anyway,
course not. W need to send soneone
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wi t h enough pl ant know edge to pass.
What about Julie Montgonery?

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Zis door-closing Julie just now? N en!
Zis i s nonsense!

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Do pl ease keep your voice down.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
| zought you liked it ven | am
bonbasti c.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Time and place, |iebchen, tine and
pl ace. She's downright mraculous wth
pl ants. And she even shows an aptitude
for sone very specific plants. You
yourself said she could detect their
smel | .

DR VON HABER ZETZER
One nonent, ny dear. | said she asked
me vy | znelt of licorice. Zis is
perhaps only a | ucky guess, hnmmmt

MRS SHEFFI ELD
I f menory serves, she didn't ask why
you snelt of licorice, she asked why
you snelt of a M. Sketch bl ack
[icorice marker, which was the exact
note our expert described fromthe
pl ant a clipping of which you had in
your pocket! That strikes nme as rather
nore than a | ucky guess.

DR THEO
Dr. von Haber Zetzer. Ms Sheffield.
|s there a reason we're conducti ng
secret MCCACEC business in the
hal | way?

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Because it would be foolish to discuss
zuch things in ze classroom no? Pfft.

DR THEO
Well, yes, but that's not what |
nmeant -



51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

MRS SHEFFI ELD
[interrupting] Dr. Bromae, it is tine
we had soneone on the ground at the
Gated Gal axies facility in French
Lick. | suggested Julie Montgonery.

DR THEO
Isn't she one of our [whispers]
regul ar students?

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Eggzactly. It vould be irresponzi bl e!

DR THEO
|"minclined to disagree, Dr. von
Haber Zetzer.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
And why is that?

DR THEO
Well, for one, Ms Montgonery is oddly
resistant to ne.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Zo she doesn't zwoon |ike ze teensy
booper s?

DR THEO
The what ?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Shush, Friederich. Go on.

DR THEO
| mean that she is strong willed and
likely to question what she's told.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
But she knowz not hink of ze sneaky
ziences. Do you think she can handl e
ze accel erated verzion?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
| think we have no other choice. If
necessary, we can always send in ..

DR THEO
No. Surely that's - not to put too
fine a point on it - overkill?
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MRS SHEFFI ELD

Qur finest, nost gifted student sent
to back up a veritable babe in arns?
It seens quite reasonable to ne.

| belief i
vish the i

DR VON HABER ZETZER
t is premature. Ve vould not
dentity of our finest agent

to be known.

| agree. |
deci si on,

DR THEO
t is, of course, your
Ms Sheffield.

JOE

| could go.

Jesus!

Mein gott,

MRS SHEFFI ELDY DR THEQ DR VON HABER ZETZER

DR VON HABER ZETZER
vere did you cone fronf!

DR THEO

And why are you wearing a paper bag

over your

face?

JOE

Accident with cleaning fluid, rubbing
al cohol, and anti-aging cream Al ways

read the | abels. As you can see, |I'm
pretty handy with the, what did you
call '"enf? "Sneaky sciences.” I'll keep
Ms Mont gonery out of trouble, and
she' Il never know | was there. Nobody
else wll, either.

DR THEO
Wul d you excuse us for a nonent to

confer?

JOE

You bet cha.

Goodness,

Vel | ? Vat

MRS SHEFFI ELD
he di sappeared in a hurry.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
are we thinkink?
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DR THEO
I'minclined to send him

MRS SHEFFI ELD
But we know not hi ng about hi m

DR THEO
True, but equally, he knows little or
not hi ng about us. He may know there's
alittle sneaky science going on
behi nd our purely academ c facade, but
he can't know nuch, so there's little
for himto reveal if captured.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Oh, you gorgeous ni bbl e of pedagogi cal
numm ness, talk nore...

DR THEO
And he passed the vetting process to
wor k here, so he nust check out,
correct? [pause] Ms. Sheffield? On,
for- MRS SHEFFI ELD?

DR VON HABER ZETZER
AHEM CLARA? Clara vis whom | vas
quite recently making vis ze kissy
face?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Mmmmmm®? Ch sorry, dear, do carry on.
At length, if you w sh..

DR THEO
| was saying | think Joe is a good
choi ce.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Unt zurely it is better than risking
our greatest azzet.

MRS SHEFFI ELD

Very well. Let's see if we can get him
back-

JCE
" m here.

MRS SHEFFI ELDY DR THEQ DR VON HABER ZETZER

Jesus!

10.
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MRS SHEFF

Dr. Bromae, perhaps you could take our
grocery bagged friend here and expl ain

a few unconproni sin

DR THEO
Certainly. This way
Haber Zetzer, woul d
us?

| ELD

g detail s?

, Joe. And Dr. von
you like to join

DR VON HABER ZETZER

OCh, vy not.

11.

The bell rings, the doors open and the halls begin to fil

up.

MRS SHEFFI ELD

Julie? Excuse ne, J

JULI E
Yes?

uli e Montgonery?

MRS SHEFFI ELD

May | have a word?

MRS SHEFFI ELD S OFFI CE AT MCCACEC

MRS SHEFFI ELD

Do have a seat, dea

JULI E
Sure. Thank you. Is

r. Tea?

t here a probl enf

MRS SHEFFI ELD

Not at all. Oh, give ne just a nonent,

wll you? G eenock

Mor t on.

The sound of the Al batros starting up. Weird noises that get

nmore frenetic.

JULI E
Whoa!

MRS SHEFFI ELD

Here you are. Help
and sugar. Biscuit?

JULI E
Uh, no, thank you.
pl ugged i n?

yourself to mlk

Wiy is this person
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MRS SHEFFI ELD
This is the Al batros. She's an
assassin. Sort of. And a robot. Also
sort of.

ALBATROS
' ma what ?

Sounds of short circuiting from Al batros.

Reset noi

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Ch, good heavens. There's an odd hitch
in her programm ng. Every tine she's
restarted, she forgets she's a robot.
We'll get it worked out eventually.
Push that little red button behind her
ear, will you, Julie?

JULI E
Uh.... touch the assassin robot?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Yes, quickly please. It's a reset
button. Push it quite quickly, please.
NOWis good. Now, yes, go on. That's
it...

ses. Snoot hi ng, cal mer noi ses.

ALBATROS
| hate it when you do that.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
| apol ogi ze, but it was very chilly in
here, and | can't charge you and run
t he space heater. You blow a fuse
every tine.

ALBATROS
| could just go charge up in the
l'ibrary.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
And ri sk soneone seeing you? Don't be
absurd. Qur luck, a student would trip
over your cord and sue us sideways
whi | st sinul taneously bl ow ng our
cover.

JULI E
She's... an assassin. Ms Sheffield,

12.
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13.

did you bring me in here-

ALBATROS
To kill you? That's an odd thing to
ask. Have you done anything that would
merit killing you?

JULI E
don't think so?

ALBATRCS
| suspect it would be the sort of
t hi ng nost peopl e renenber, but then
perhaps you're in a regular practice
of doing evil things?

JULI E
[growi ng alarn] Ms. Sheffield...

ALBATROS
How many nurders have you comm tted
this week?

JULI E
None!

ALBATROS
Ahhhhh, so they were all carried out
previous to this week, is that it?

JULI E
No! No nurders! Ever

ALBATROS
So you limt your crime spree to just
robberies, physical assaults, and
espi onage then?

JULI E
What' s going on here?

ALBATROS
|"mjust trying to get a gauge of how
i rredeemabl e you are at this point.

Long pause.

JULI E
Vell, inthat case, | think | wll
have a biscuit, Ms Sheffield. This
m ght take a while.
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ALBATROS
You seem surprisingly calm

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Gve it up, Alby. She's on to us.
Bravo, Julie! When did you figure it
out ?

JULI E
| accidentally stunbled into Dr. von
Haber Zetzer's class on defusing
apocal ypse devi ces when | was | ooki ng
for Dr. Baliga's sem nar on conserving
wat er in urban | andscapi ng.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
That seens oddly specific.

JULI E
tt

ALBATROS
VWait. She's one of our regular
students? You introduced ne to one of
our regul ar students???

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Chill your CPU, Al by; Ms Montgonery is
no commn scholar! Julie, you have
sonmet hing of a penchant for
perenni al s, have you not? A bias for
botany, a relish for the rooted,
you're fond of a frond, eh?

JULI E
You're asking ne if | like plants,
right?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
| f you nust be pedestrian about it,

yes.
JULI E

| do. And they seemto respond well

for me.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Respond wel I ? | understand the
agriculture departnment's corpse flower
practically explodes into bl oomevery
time you visit, which they' ve
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requested you stop doing, by the way,
as that thing stinks Iike the very
devi | .

JULI E
They' ve al ways responded to ne. |
don't know why.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Well, we have a rather special
assi gnnent for you.

ALBATROS
Are you thinking of sending her to
French-

MRS SHEFFI ELD
No, not directly. Did you know, M
Mont gonmery, that Gated Gal axi es has an
entire flora division?

JULI E
|'"'maware they're trying to patent
natural plant genones so they can sue
gardeners for copyright infringenent.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Well, precisely. W'd |ike you to
infiltrate-

ALBATROS
"Infiltrate" is such a | oaded and
acti onabl e word. . ..

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Oh, do relax, Alby. Fine. "Wggle in."
| s that acceptable? W'd like you to
"wggle in" to &, take a poke around,
have a |isten, see what you discover.

ALBATROS
| can hear the air quotes. And | don't
appreci ate them

JULI E
What exactly would I be | ooking or
listening for?

ALBATROS
Clara, | really don't think this is
wi se. You could be putting her in

15.
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enor nous danger.

JULI E
As soon as | graduate, we're noving to
Green Town, Indiana to be closer to ny
nmot her-in-law. How soon can | go and
can it delay graduation?

ALBATROS
That bad, is she?

JULI E
|'d rather live wwth a corpse flower.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Right, well, that decides it then!

Julie, we'll need to catch you up on a
few ... essential skills.
JULI E
Such as?
ALBATROS
Skul ki ng.
JULI E
Skul ki ng.
ALBATROS
The nost basic of survival skills. Onh,
and she'll need an inprov class.
MRS SHEFFI ELD
Absol ut el y!
JULI E
| mpr ov?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
It's a doddle. Just say "yes, and"
anyti ne soneone asks you a questi on.
Encrypti on!

ALBATROS
And decryption.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Well, obviously. Was it really
necessary to nmention it?
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ALBATROS
157 She's a conpl ete beginner, Cara; I'm
t aki ng not hing for granted.

MRS SHEFFI ELD

158 Fi ne. Faci al nmi nt enance.
ALBATRCS

159 NOW who' s bei ng obvi ous?
JULI E

160 VWhat the hell is that?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
161 | believe you | aypeople would refer to
it as having a "poker face."

ALBATROS
162 It's the science of not |letting your
enoti ons show on your face.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
163 Sci ence? You philistine, it's nothing
short of an art! Ch, never mnd. You'd
have to be human to understand the
difficulty of maintaining a straight
f ace-

ALBATROS
164 Ch, here we go again: "you don't
under st and because you're a robot."
"' m hal f hunan!

MRS SHEFFI ELD

165 Hal f? Your hair is human, not nuch
el se.
JULI E
166 |"mactually pretty good at poker
al ready-

Their conversation continues in the background as Narrator 2

speaks.
ALBATROS
167 Real | y? Good at poker? Ever played it
with your LIFE at stake? Didn't think
So.
JULI E

168 So we're saying that's a possibility?
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MRS SHEFFI ELD
Oh, well done, Al by. Scare the dickens
out of the poor wonan.

JULI E
No, I'm... fine with it. Just wanting
to make sure | understand. What do |
tell Ben?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Ben? Who's Ben?

ALBATROS
Her husband, obviously.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Ch, do be quiet. Julie, it's best if
you tell Ben nothing. Tell himit's
... an internship. You'll be getting
college credit at MCCACEC, but it wll
post pone graduation indefinitely.

JULI E
"Indefinitely" is good....
NARRATOR 2
Unhhhhh. H . Hi, everyone. So, | just

got called in at the last mnute
because your usual Narrator has..

di sappeared. So, hang on, |'mjust
gonna deadbolt what's... uh... what's
| eft of the door here. Right. OK, so,
you' ve been |istening to:

Eric Perry as Joe and Dr von Haber
Zet zer

David S Dear as Dr Theo Bronme

Sarah Golding as Ms Sheffield

Iri Al exander as Julie

June C ark Eubanks as the Al batros

Ri chard Nadolny is your Narrator, and
"' m Kyl e Jones, your Narrator 2.

Loud bang and scream from Narrator 2.

NARRATOR 2
Whoa! Did you hear sonething? Wiat was
t hat ?

K, uh...avocado yogurt. Avocado
yogurt. Qur nusic is by John Fal ey.

18.
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Qur artwork is by Lucas Elliott. This
epi sode was directed by June O ark
Eubanks. Oz 9 is witten and produced
by Shannon Perry.

If you like us, please give us a
rating and revi ew on Podchaser or
Appl e Podcasts or wherever you listen
to podcasts.

[ qui eter but spooky noi se]

Ch, crap, I'msure I'"'mnot alone in
here....

| f you have an idea of what happened
to our Narrator, please send us a
tweet to at Oz9podcast, all one word,
on Twitter. Until next tine, space
nmonkeys. .. hopefully...Narrator 2 out!

Narrator 2 yanking on the door trying to get out.

EM LY
Wll, this is awkward. ... Dear.

MCCACEC FI GHT SONG
Music and lyrics by Sarah Gol di ng
copyright: Sarah Gol di ng

COLUMN! PAGES! FEATHER! SCROLL

Redact ed! * Redact ed! Renoved!

On the banks of a river known as bl eep bl eep bl eep
Lies a coll ege on a BLEEP WOOHOOO

But we can't exactly BLEEP you where this world class coll ege
lies

'Cos ya know we'd have to BLEEP BLEEP kill YOUUU
Shenani ganus Non Sinisistre ooh |ala

horribilie dictu gruesonme

Voul ez-vous coucher avec seul enent noi

Erudi ti one unbra ad Lucem

MCCACEC (repeat a |ot)

Once a student not forgotten
Once a student you stay true
Once a student not forgotten
Once a student you stay true



20.

Fight! smte! right! rites!
Victory is ours!
Smite! Mght! Al ways! right!

Je ne sais pas pourquoi?! (3 or 4X)

Ctait pas noi it wasn't nme BLEEP ne nme ne
C est pas ma faute

You didn't BLEEPIN see ne

Blind eyes nust turn

For equilibriumto be

Forever student MCCACEC

Just watch your back now

Forever student

MCCACEC

*So nmuch of this has been redacted for centuries so as not to
gi ve away the whereabouts of the college or really what it's
for.



