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EPI SCDE 65 - OUTDOORS ON THE TARVAC OF AREA 54

Angry voi

NARRATOR
Good evening. Welcone to this edition
of Hard Hitting News, where we give
you the headlines others rip from

NARRATOR 2
[ urgent whisper] What are you doi ng
her e?

NARRATOR
Get out of my shot! Coul d soneone
retrieve their intern? Is it Take Your
Village Idiot to Wrk Day again?

NARRATOR 2
How did you get away fromthe
ki dnappers?

NARRATOR
Ki dnap- What are you tal king about?
Never m nd, who cares. Cet out!

NARRATOR 2
Wait - has that not happened to you
yet? Is this another flashback? Crap.
Sorry. Unhhhh, forget all that.

NARRATCR
| plan to.

ce from of f st age.

NARRATOR
Sorry! I'mready now. Sorry. [listens]
No i dea. Probably sonme wanna-be trying
to get his big break. Ready for take
2? [listens] This is... live? CRAP
[resumes narrative journalist voice]
In just a few nonths, these spaceshi ps
you see behind ne will be lifting off,
headed for destinations unknown. But
are they ready? Today, we look into
Gat ed Gal axi es' biggest, nost
audaci ous project yet. This is Oaning
the Universe, and |I'myour host. Stay
tuned. How was that? Good? Hmm? We're
still live? Oh. Sorry. Crap
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| NTERVI EVER 1
M Sout hers, Interviewer 1, Lead
Anchor, Fraught News. Despite the
name, Gated Gal axi es has never really
been in the space business, so where
did these ships conme fronf

SQUTHERS
well, 1"l tell ya. | was ... let's
just say | was dropping off a package
in the Arizona desert, and happened to
find 400 beautiful Oz 8000 | ong-hau
ships just sitting out there, going to
rack and ruin. The original builder
had overcomm tted, gone bankrupt, so |
stepped in and saved them from
destruction.

| NTERVI EVER 1
"Long- haul "?

SQUTHERS
Try not to interrupt; it ruins the
flow. The buil der was going to sel
‘emoff for parts. It was a crying
shanme to see them sentenced to the
scrap- heap when they'd never even got
off the ground. So | bought the |ot.

| NTERVI EMER 1
Now, you call them "l ong-haul," but
according to my notes-

SQUTHERS
Uh huh, beautiful, ain't they? So..
aer odynam c.

| NTERVI EVER 1
Those? They | ook |i ke hedgehogs.

SOUTHERS
You woul dn't be bad-nout hi ng ny shi ps
when | agreed to sit for this here jaw
sessi on, woul d you?

| NTERVI EVER 1
Not at all. | just don't think
"aerodynam c" is the first word that
woul d | eap to nost people's mnds.
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SQUTHERS
| don't know what you're | ooking at.
These el egant shi ps are nothing short
of technol ogi cal marvels, sweet as a
bear that tipped over the honey pot.

| NTERVI EVER 1
| guess. Bears don't fly, of course.

SQUTHERS
| hear nouthy journalists do, though.
Briefly. Don't |and too good, though.

| NTERVI EVER 1
AHEM So. What exactly makes them
“marvel s"?

SOUTHERS
Don't think | didn't hear themair
quotes. Just |look at "em My ships are
huge! And shi ny!

| NTERVI EVER 1
They are both of those, for sure. M
Sout hers, there's been quite a | ot of
concern about the safety of your
ships. Wrd is, the quality control
of ficer wal ked off the job and hasn't
been seen since. | believe Congress is
even assenbling a special sub-
commttee to look into the retrofit
process. Any idea what they'll find?

SQUTHERS
It's been a real pleasure sitting down
with you, but I"'mafraid |I'm gonna
have to do like ny ships will be doing
soon, and successfully launch nyself
right outta this chair. If you'l
excuse ne....

| NTERVI EVEER 1
But M Sout hers! M Sout hers! Can he
just wal k off |ike that?

NARRATOR
The ships thenselves aren't the only
cause for concern. The captains and
their crews also seemto have energed
from nowhere. .
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| NTERVI EVER 2
Good norning, Ma'am Interviewer two
fromMlitary News. | understand you
were recently pronoted to captaining
your own Oz ship, is that correct?

MADELI NE
Yeah, woot! Dang, you people are fast.
| just got the letter in the mail this
nmorning. I'mstill com ng down off a
hi gh!

| NTERVI EVAER 2
Al the excitenent, huh?

MADEL | NE
[l aughs] Sure, that too.

| NTERVI EVEER 2
Oh. OK.... Qur public is fascinated by
this story. 20 mllion of earth's
richest citizens are set to head off
into the skies to find new pl anets.
Aren't you afraid of a brain drain
here at hone?

MADELI NE
Have you net ny crew?

| NTERVI EVER 2
|"msorry?

MADEL | NE
Bad j oke. Look, | don't know ruch
about business and commerce and all. |
ki nd of have ny eyes on the journey
ahead. Keeping the carg- eh..
passengers safe, making sure the crew
is trained and ready, overseeing the
updating of the Oz 8000s, that kind of
stuff.

| NTERVI EVER 2
| was under the inpression that the
crews were intentionally being kept
away fromthe ships, to ... uh..
[ shuffl es notes] "not spoil the
surprise.”

MADEL I NE
[l aughs] Well, the crew room
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appl i ances aren't going to choose

t hensel ves! They have these ones that
talk to you, like, "your toast is
ready." Super cool! And there are,
what, 22 crew roons to outfit?
S00000000, |'m keepi ng busy.

| NTERVI EVER 2
| see. Once the ship |aunches, you're
pretty nmuch on autopilot, under the
wat chful eye of your Artificial
Intelligence. What is there for you to
do? Wn't you be asleep in your pod
nost of the way?

MADEL | NE
That's sort of a nyth, really; | nean,
I"'mthe captain. Can't just sleep
through the trip, if you get ne.

| NTERVI EVER 2
So what will you do?

MADELI| NE
Captain stuff.

| NTERVI EVER 2
Such as?

MADELI NE
That's why they send us to flight
school, honey; to learn captain stuff.

| NTERVI EVER 2
Speaking of flight school, | wanted to
take a | ook at your record-

MADEL | NE
Oh, uhhhhhh... | can explain that

whol e bi odone thing. It was supposed
to be a joke-

| NTERVI EMER 2
Your scores are off the charts. Top of
your class in navigation,
comuni cati ons, emergency measures. .

MADELI NE
Real | y? | mean, yeah, | figured | was,
you know, in the top 10...
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| NTERVI EMER 2
You keep rubbing your ankle. Is
everyt hi ng OK?

MADEL | NE
Oh, sure. | recently had .... uh..
sone jewelry renoved.

| NTERVI EVER 2
Wth scores |like these, you could
apply to virtually any space program
Wiy Gated Gal axies? Wiy the Oz
Project?

MADEL | NE
They asked.

| NTERVI EMER 2
| see. You come froma famly of,
shall we say, "nodest neans,"” correct?

MADEL | NE
| guess that depends on what "nodest
means"” ... neans. |Is that right? Means

means?

| NTERVI EVER 2
Fl i ght school is very expensive.

MADEL| NE
l.... guess? | don't know. | went on a
schol ar shi p.

| NTERVI EVER 2
No of fense, but |'ve | ooked at your
hi gh school grades - you didn't get
into flight school on a "scholarship.”
According to the school, you had a
very weal thy, secret benefactor.

MADELI NE
VWll, you saw ny astronauty scores;
sonmeone obviously saw ny potenti al.

| NTERVI EVER 2
Any idea who m ght have pai d?

MADELI| NE
Unhhh, pretty sure that's "whom m ght
have paid," there, m crophone guy.
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| NTERVI EVER 2
It's not.

MADEL | NE
|'ve been sort of fated for space from
birth. Every year on ny birthday, I'd
get a space ship toy or a helnmet or a
jug of orange Tang from some nystery
person. Never figured out who sent it.

| NTERVI EVER 2
Captain Madeline, tell me your hopes
and fears. The day the Al awakens you
and you' ve found your new hone; the
day you realize you' re not com ng
back. What happens on that day? How do
you feel ?

MADEL | NE
Well, that's the question, isn't it?
Peopl e keep asking me what it's like
to know I' m goi ng away forever, to
know I 'I| wake up after everyone |
ever knew is | ong dead-

| NTERVI EMER 2
"Everyone"? Surely 25 years from now,
not everyone you know wi Il be dead-

MADELI| NE
Truth is, there's not nuch here for ne
now, much less a half century from
now.

| NTERVI EVEER 2
“Hal f"?

MADEL | NE
Astronauting is a | onely business.
It's just me and the stars out there,
floating endlessly in the inky bl ack
voi d.

| NTERVI EMER 2
Hang on, "endl essly"-?

MADEL | NE
If 1'"mlucky, we'll never | and.

| NTERVI EMER 2
Ww. Are you sure you should be in
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char ge?

MADEL | NE
Huh? Ch, don't worry. |'ve got this.
You watch. The 9 will be the one that

makes it.

| NTERVI EVER 2
Isn't the goal that they ALL rmake it?
| have to say, this is the nost
alarmng interview |'ve ever had.

MADELI NE
Space is scary. It's not for everyone.
You stay here, nice and safe with your
feet on the ground, and |l et us space
cadets enbrace the Big Enpty.

| NTERVI EMER 2
Right. [deep breath] One | ast
guestion: what about your fam|y? Wat
are they saying to you as you head off
into the unknown?

MADELI NE
Mostly, "see you for Sunday |unch.”
We're not taking off for ages.

| NTERVI EVER 2
How .... heartfelt. [spinning it] For
now, for these brave explorers, it's
still "see you for Sunday |unch." But

what happens when that seat at the
table is enpty ever after? Wien Sunday
lunch is eaten out of a foil bag with
a spork? Wien that next Sunday |unch
with fresh peas and potatoes is
potentially decades away, if it cones
at all?

MADELI NE
Dang, you're a downer. Were's this
musi ¢ com ng fronf®

| NTERVI EVER 2
Stay tuned as we talk with sone very
VERY brave passengers and the famlies
of our intrepid crews. [calling
of fstage] Seriously, can | get soneone
with a brain next tinme?
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MADEL | NE
oy!

NARRATOR
When we spoke with passengers who have
al ready clained their pods aboard the
Oz ships, they seenmed as in-the-dark
about sone crucial questions as we
are.

| NTERVI EMER 3 ( NARRATOR 2)
Hang on, | don't renenber this! How
can this be a flashback if it never
happened?

CCLI N
| beg your pardon?

| NTERVI EVEER 3
What the hell is going on here?

CCLI N
| believe you're interview ng ne about
my decision to fly off into space,
never to return.

| NTERVI EVER 3
| already know that: your wfe
parachuted to her death, you're grief-
stricken, a shadow of doubt about what
real |y happened to her hangs over you,
and you have nothing here to stay for.

CCLI N
How do you know al |l that?!

| NTERVI EMER 3
Oh, man, the tinme streans are gonna be
a nmess after this. Just make sure you
get aboard the 9 and not the 13! Cotta

go!

COLI N
Hey. .. .. Where are you goi ng? You
haven't interviewed ne yet!

| NTERVI EVER 2
MNE'! MNE!'! | got this!! Sorry about
that, M... uh... MacRory. Not sure

what's going on with that guy. So, did
you pack her chute? O should | say,
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her sandw ches?

CCLI N
Seriously?! | thought we were here to
tal k about ne flying on an Oz ship.

| NTERVI EVNER 2
You're right. My apol ogi es.

CCLI N
Thank you.

| NTERVI EVER 2
So, flying on an Oz ship - is this
just an attenpt to escape justice

after killing your wife?
COLI N
VWHAT??7?
| NTERVI EVER 2
Uw | ling to answer our questions,

Horace MacRory fled for the exit and
the security of his chauffeured
I i mosi ne.

NARRATOR
Can it, 2; | do the transitions.
Speaki ng of security, we recently
tried to get access to the hangars
where the massive Oz 8000s are being
fitted for their new m ssion, but a
pl at oon of heavily arnmed guards
woul dn't allow us entry. W coul dn't
even get close enough to take
pi ctures. What is & hiding?

| NTERVI EV\ER 4
My understanding is, you' ve been
training for a mssion like this,
basically your entire life.

JESSI E
Since | was just a wee | assie, aye.

| NTERVI EVEER 4
And yet, despite quite high scores
fromflight training, you're a first
mate, not a captain. Wiy is that?
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JESSI E
"Why is that" indeed. [through gritted
teeth] It's an honor just to be
sel ect ed-

| NTERVI EVEER 4
Could it have anything to do wth the
cl oud of suspicion that seens to hang
around your sister?

JESSI E
| like to think I'm being judged on ny
own nerits. My sister and | have
l[ittle in comon and even less to do
wi th each other these days.

| NTERVI EVER 4
After disappearing for several weeks,
your sister G enda has been spotted
back in the country.

JESSI E
Has she now?

| NTERVI EVEER 4
Any idea what she's doing here?

JESSI E
Wiy woul d | know? Di nnae just say we
have nought to do with one anot her?

| NTERVI EV\ER 4
Right. Sorry. [pause] But do you think
she's actually a highly paid assassin?

JESSI E
Are we here to tal k about nme? O ny
sister?

| NTERVI EVER 4
You! You, of course. So, what was it
like, growmng up with her for a
sister?

JESSI E
Is Interviewer 5 any better than you?

| NTERVI EVEER 4
The public have a right to know if a
dangerous killer wal ks anong us!

11.
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Sound of
the exit.

Renmoves |

Si |l ence

O f st age

JESSI E

12.

Way don't you ask her yourself? She's

ri ght over there.

| NTERVI EV\ER 4
VWhat ??!

| avalier mc being hastily torn off, 14 legs it for

JESSI E

The best gift nmy sister ever gave ne -

the ability to clear a room

see neself out, then, s
aval i er and wal ks out.

NARRATOR

hal

"1l just
?

VWat is & truly up to? Are they, as
CEO Sout hers cl ai ms, pushing humanity
to the next level, even potentially
preserving human life in the universe?
O is there sonething nore nefarious

goi ng on?

| NTERVI EVEER 5

My turn! Finally! [mc check]

I nterviewer 5, check ch

eck,

t

his is

| nterviewer 5. Check check check, 1,

2, 3. [vocal warnups] R ght.

Vel |,

wel comre to "Owning the Universe"! And

you are...?

| NTERVI EVEER 5

Sorry, what are you doing? [...] Is
that a high five? Do you want to high
five me? No.... you're in a box? Ch
for crying out |loud, you want ne to
i nterview a goddarmm M ME??7?

munbl i ng

| NTERVI EVVER 5
You have GOT to be kidd

i ng.

[..

-]

Right. Fine. Earning ny stripes. I'm
earning ny stripes. [deep breath] So
tell me, whoever you are, why did you
book passage aboard an Oz ship? [...]

You're pulling a rope.

Still

pul i ng.
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OCh, a hilariously disgusting substance
is on the rope, very anusing... still
pulling. That's a really |ong rope.
Pulling. Ch, and now we're imtating
the canmera man. | quit. [grunbling as
they exit] Nope, I'"'moutta here. You
wait HOURS in the little interviewers
room for your shot, and when it
finally cones, it's a frickin' MM
You have GOT to be kidding ne!

NARRATOR
The nore questions we ask, the nore we
have. These ships aren't neant for
| ong journeys; will the updating and
retrofitting be enough? The crews and
their captains seementirely unfit for
the jobs ahead of them Well, after
eight days in the rain, waiting to
talk with basically anyone who woul d
talk to us, it's tine to finally get
sone answers

Leet approaches, whistling.

NARRATOR

Coul d you tell us your nane, please?
LEET

Ch, hi! I'm Leet!
NARRATOR

What are you doing here, Leet?

LEET
Ch, we're on work release to help | oad
up these big ships.

NARRATOR
Well, Leet, my crew and | have been
st andi ng outside these hangars for the
| ast eight days and the only things
we' ve seen hauled in were Fit Tech
Pods and bags of Mracle-G o, which
the workers said were intended for
terraf orm ng.

LEET
Sounds about right. And sone fugu.

13.
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NARRATOR
What do you think about this whole
operation? Wuld you go up?

LEET
Sure! | |ike space and stars and that.
| don't get to see nmuch of it fromny
cell - Ooops. Hotel. Hoteeeeelll room

That's what |' m supposed to say.

NARRATOR
| see. Do you think these ships are
truly ready for a 25-year journey into
space?

LEET
Aw, yeah. They have a bunch of really
t hi ck manual s and the bridges have
t hese cool screens that |ight up and
beep and stuff. Pretty nuch everything
is covered in bubble wap, so you know
it's super expensive.

NARRATOR
And you're here helping outfit the
ships, is that right?

LEET
Sort of? I"'mnostly hauling in
sandwi ch machines like this one.

NARRATOR
That's a sandwi ch nachi ne? Ch, and
it's full.

LEET

Yeah. We're sort of scattering them
around the ship. Wird, right? Like,
who's gonna eat themif everyone's

asl eep? | nean, | do get hungry in the
m ddl e of the night sonetines, so
maybe it's not that crazy. RonH
[ronhuh] Forever, right? Only with a
nunber 4 instead of f-o-r-e?

NARRATOR
Excuse ne?

LEET
That's your password. Capital R-o0-n-
capital H nunber 4, e-v-a-r. E-r? |
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can never renmenber how to spell it.

NARRATOR
NO, THAT IS NOT MY PASSWORD

LEET
Oh, right! [fake] OF COURSE I TS NOT.
[aside] It is, though, right? Wio is
"Ron- huh"?

NARRATOR
Leet, what's really going on in there?
| mean, cone on! We should be hearing
drilling and hamering and
construction noi ses, but instead it
sounds |i ke a bachelor party.

LEET
So, yeah, there's a |ot of partying
going on, but there's also a |ot of
peopl e doing really hard work. Like
t he bottom el even decks are full of
Mracl e-Go.

NARRATOR
Bags and bags of it, huh?

LEET
Not exactly. | dunno if the bags
| eaked or sonething, but it's all over
the floor and pretty deep. Maybe
they're going to plant a garden down
there. I think they're using old
onel ettes for conpost or sonething
because it stinks like rotten eggs.

NARRATOR
El even floors of dirt? That seens odd.

LEET
It's totally odd. Like, who's going to
take care of the cucunbers for 25
years if everyone's asleep? They're
gonna wake up to a ness. | feel bad
for the janitor.

NARRATOR
Janitor?

LEET
Yeah, | saw himcurled up in his pod

15.
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in one of the crew roons, holding on
to his nop. Sone people really |like
t hei r work.

NARRATOR
They podded soneone al ready? This far
out from |l aunch?

LEET
| guess. O it mght have been one of
the cl eaners taking a nap. People do
that, 'cause the pods are pretty
confy. They usually don't shut the
lid, though.

| NTERVI EVEER 4
Hey, food order's here.

NARRATOR
FINALLY. I'"'mthe Italian salad with
the vinaigrette dressing.

LEET
Oh, man, don't let any of the guys in
the orange jackets see you with that.
They' || take it.

NARRATOR
My sal ad?

LEET
Yeah. No one's allowed to eat |ettuce
or have olive oil near the ships.

NARRATOR
Oh, does soneone have allergies?

LEET
| do.

NARRATOR
To olive oil? O |ettuce?

LEET
No. Penicillin. By the way, you' ve got
a real nice voice. You should do those
docunent ary things.

NARRATOR
[ snark suddenly starting to shine
t hrough] What a good idea. Thank you.

16.
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LEET
Sur e!

NARRATOR
As & continues to prepare its 400 Oz
8000 ships for their mssion, we're
absolutely no closer to answers
than we were 8 days ago, so that's
time well spent.

LEET
You know about the Mracle G o now.
NARRATOR
Yes, thank you.
LEET
And the onel ettes.
NARRATOR
Hey, Leet, do you m nd? |I'm summati ng.
LEET
Li ke, a nountain?
NARRATOR
No, summating. It's- never m nd. Just
shush, OK?
LEET

You know what else is weird? Every
time | get on that ship over there..
the 9, that one. Every time, the heat

just shoots up. It's weird. | end up
having to take nmy shirt off, it's so
hot .
NARRATOR
Yes, that's very interesting, thank
you, Leet.
LEET
Welp, | gotta go. Gad | could help.
NARRATOR
[to hinself] Did you, though?
LEET
Oh, and don't forget the olive oil. No
olive oil. These guys get real

hosti | e.



170

171

18.

NARRATOR
[full-on snark] Got it. Thank you
Well, | encouraged the folks at Hard

Htting News to take a chance on this
story, and on ne, and | think in a few
nmore days, they'll discover we were
both worth the enornous expense and
multiple threats of a lawsuit by &.
We've clearly blown the roof off the
whol e "olive oil" controversy. This is
Hard Htting News with our first and
probably final episode of "Oming the
Uni verse." Stay safe out there, and
good ni ght.

NARRATOR 2
Ww. | don't think he's even a
Narrator yet at this point in his
tinmeline. Wiich | eaves ne to do the
outro. Right. OK You' ve been
listening to:
Lee Shackl eford as Interviewer 1
Sarah Gol ding as Interviewer 2
Kyl e Jones as Interviewer 3
Kevin Hall as Interviewer 4
June O ark Eubanks as Interviewer 5
Ti m Sherburn as Colin
Ri chard Cowen as Leet
Bonni e Brantley as Jessie
Shannon Perry as Madel i ne
Eric Perry as M Sout hers
Ri chard Nadol ny as your Narrator..
i sh, and
nme, Kyle Jones, as Narrator 2.
Qur music is by John Fal ey; our
artwork is by Lucas Elliott. Visit us
at Oz dash 9 dot comfor nore
i nformati on about the show and I|inks
to our merchandi se and Patreon.
Thanks for joining us, Space Monkeys,
and we' || be back next tine!



