Oz 9 EPI SODE 56

NARRATOR

For once, | don't even know where to
start. In French Lick, it sounds |ike
Ti berius has been nessily devoured by
the alien plants, and Julie, Ben, and
Donna were headed into the greenhouses
where, hopefully, they won't neet the
sanme fate. On the Oz 9, the ship is
floating through a debris field that

al so contains a live, potentially even
eager, apocal ypse device. And then-

[ door opens, there will be munbl ed conversation through this
bit, rustle of paper, futzing with headphones, etc.]

Hang on, Space Monkeys, |'m being
handed a slip of paper. Wait, hold it,
| can't read this word... is that
"cosmc"? "Comic." What is this? An
ad? You want ne to do an ad. In the
m ddl e of the re-cap? [listens] Huh?
You know, given how many things are
apparently "in nmy contract"” according
to you, well, let's just say | don't
remenber signing a phone book. Phone
book. [pause] | don't have tine to
explain, but it's very thick. Like
you. QUT.

[ angry munbling, door closes]

Ron Howard never had to put up with
this nonsense. In brief, please give
nmoney to the Kickstarter so Oz 9 can
be a com c book. Oh, good |ord,
really? Go to B-1-T dot L-Y slash
Oz9Comic. O just go to Kickstarter
and search for Oz 9. Because Ron
knows, there's not nearly enough Oz 9
in the world. | need a drink.

[ renmoves headphones, sound of a door]

MADEL| NE
VWhat is that?

LEET
VWhat i s what?
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[trill]

[trill]

MADELI NE
That .

DR. THEO
| think she neans the frond sticking
out of your pocket. Is this really the
nost pressing concern right now,
Capt ai n?

MADEL| NE
It isif that's what | think that is.

ALBATROS
Leet? Either it's well past tine for
you to throw out the sandw ch you're
storing in there, or you have an alien
i n your pocket.

LEET
K, | have an alien in ny pocket. But
so does G eg!

GREG
Hang on there, far as we know, none of
Neunoni a's kind has ever tried to kill
us.

LEET
| know, | know. Sorry, Neunonia. It
was just an exanpl e.

LEET
| said | was sorry, sheesh. No need to
conpare ne to a [weird trilling

noi sej .

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Vat vas zis you haf just zaid?

LEET
[ same noi se]

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Yes, very hel pful. Now perhaps in
Engl i sh?
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[ sil ence]

LEET
Not sure howto translate it. It's
sort of |like the gunk that collects on
the ceiling of a zero-G hut after the
annual celebration of Pfaff, the
festival of bathwater-flavored
beverages. [pause] It's not nice.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Each tinme | belief | could not be
zorrier to have asked a gvestion, Leet
remnds nme zat | have barely zcratched
ze zurface of regret.

DR THEO
Are we by chance going to di scuss what
j ust happened? The spies? The travel
back in tinme to Earth?

JESSI E
Oh, | was pretty sure that was a fever
dream

ALBATROS

Then how do you explain the crippling
hangover you have today?

JESSI E
| woke up on the Qz 9.

MADEL | NE
The popcorn machine is still broken,
soinnmy mnd, there's nothing to talk
about. So. What plant is it from
Leet? The nol d? One of the aliens? The
big baddie? Tell me it's not a cutting
fromthe big baddie.

LEET
O course not! Do you think I'm
st upi d?

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Who vould like to field zis toasty
pot at 0?
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COLI N
LOOK. Are we done discussing Leet's
pocket garden? There's an apocal ypse
devi ce out there, and any m nute now,
we're going to bang into it.

DR THEO
Coul d you not say "bang"?

CCLI N
Chhhhhh, of course. Any m nute now,
we're going to politely tap it on the
shoul der with our ship, nmurnur an
apol ogy, request permssion to slip
past and continue on our way, and then
die horribly and noisily, 50,000 Iight
years from honme, spraying our insides
i ke soggy pink fireworks across the
ni ght sky!

ALBATROS
You're in rare form

CCLI N
Am1? Well, when | awoke this norning,
| think I was about an inch taller
t han usual, which threw off absolutely
ever yt hi ng-

LEET
Everyt hi ng?

CCLI N
Shut up. However, I'mnot entirely
sure I"'man inch taller. |1 could be an

i nch shorter or extended sideways or
on the di agonal because | can't see

nysel f.

QLI VIA
Uhhh. ...
COLI N
So yes, | suppose | could be in rare

form but | have no idea what that new
and rare formm ght be, only that I'm
currently unable to eat w thout
stabbing nyself in the chin with ny
fork.
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LEET
You coul d use a spoon.

CCLI N
Yes. Thank you.
QLI VI A
| f you could just-
CCLI N
Ch, and ny ship is about to expl ode,
but other than that, | thought the

production of Qur Anmerican Cousin was
really quite delightful, THANK YOU FOR
ASKI NG

ALBATROS
Are we through? Wuld you |ike a
| ozenge?

COLI N
No, thank you

ALBATROS
And by "l ozenge" | mean "quick death
by being fed to Albert"? And by

"quick" | nean "really quite slow"
CCLI N

"' m t hrough.
QLI VIA

There's a bonb out there sonmewhere,

hi dden anongst the debris, so perhaps
we mght turn our attention to that
for just a nonent.

JCE
And the Showertorium Don't forget
about that.

CCOLI N
| don't know what that is.

GREG
|'d also like to know nore, but having
once been an apocal ypse device nysel f,
| think that's our nore urgent
conversation
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[ di stant

[ pause]

DR THEO
| agree, though realistically, what
are our chances of encountering it?

cl ang]

DR THEO
Nat ural |l y.

QLI VIA
It's all right. That wasn't a PACO
just a random helmet hitting us. Wth
a head inside. Should be floating past
the window in a mnute.

GREG
The chances are nearly 100 percent,
Doc. The bonbs have heavy nmagnets in
them That's why it was so hard to
wassle ny old shell to the airlock.
The only reason we got it there at al
was thanks to the thin [ ayer of
linoleumon all the floors.

DR. VON HABER ZETZER
Zis al so explains why zo nany of ny
ants went out the airlock with it.

MADEL | NE
If it's been out there with all the Oz
Asterisk debris, it's gotta be covered
in metal by now, right? So can't we
just steer clear of the big wad of
netal if we see it?

MADEL I NE
What ? [ pause] Why are you all staring
at ne? Oh, cone on, |'ve had ideas
bef ore.

JESSI E
When?

MADEL | NE
Shut up.

ALBATROS

And you pronounced it "DEB riss."
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MADELI NE
Shut up. G eg?

GREG
No good, I'mafraid. They're set to be
attracted to Oz ships that have active
lifeforns aboard. | don't reckon that
describes the Oz Asterisk anynore.

JOE
You didn't tell us that when we dunped
your old shell overboard. Couldn't it
have turned around and cone back at
us?

GREG
It did. But Colin was able to fly us
to safety.

COLI N
That's right, | did! Hoorah for ne!

GREG
By flying us past the Oz 72, which
picked it up and bl ew up 48 m nutes
| ater.

COLI N
Ah. Condol ences.
JESS| E
So, you're sayin' it'll find us, no
matter what.
GREG
Unless it found another Oz still alive

to attach to, and | don't reckon there
are many left.

DR THEO
Per haps Colin shoul d take over the
hel n?

CGREG
Here's the thing about that, though.
Once it's latched on to us, we'll be

trying to shake it forever after.
Literally the only thing we could do
is get another live Oz ship to fly
between us and it.
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JESSI E
If only. [pause] What? Ch, |'ma bad
person for w shing death on
hypot heti cal people in order to save
our very real lives, is that it?

[thunp on the w ndow]

CLIVIA
Head!

DR VON HABER ZETZER
In any case, zis iz not a likely
scenario. Ze next step is to dismantle
it.

GREG
Not possi bl e.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
One nmonent pl ease, ny stripey and
cynical friend. Once zey attach, is
zere not an hour countdown before zey
expl ode?

GREG
48 m nutes, yes.

MADEL| NE
What was that for? That's nowhere near
enough tinme to abandon ship or cal
for help.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
It vasn't supposed to be. | belief the
dezi gners thought it was anuzi nk.

QLI VIA
Apocal ypse devices are hard to detect,
so the crew woul d spend the 48 m nutes
just trying to figure out where it was
barnacled on to their ship.

CCOLI N
Hi | ari ous.
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DR THEO
If we ever do get back to earth
Aivia, would you mnd providing ne
with a spreadsheet of all the ship
engi neers' addresses and phone
nunbers? | have sone stachybotrys
spores 1'd like to send them

JCE
St achywhat si s?

ALBATRGCS
St achybotrys. A highly toxic nold that
causes flu-like synptons, diarrhea,
headaches, nenory | oss and severe
respiratory damage. Wy, Dr. Theo...
Just when | think you can't get nore
attractive. Swoon.

QLI VIA

| was offered a position on a research
proj ect ainmed at discovering the idea
petri dish shape for grow ng cul tures
harvested fromunder the ear flaps of
sub- Saharan weasels. | have officially
crossed the threshold of wishing I'd
taken it instead of this.

DR THEO
| heard about that study! It was
really quite interesting. Turns out,
bacteria prefer round petri dishes
after all, so in the end, they didn't
acconpl i sh much

ALBATROS
And you qualify that as "interesting."
Qur future together is suddenly in
doubt .

MADELI NE
Magnet bonb.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
| ndeed. Vat | vas saying is ve vill
haf 48 mnutes to | ocate unt disable
ze bonb once it attaches.

GREG
| mpossi bl e.
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DR VON HABER ZETZER
Clearly you haf been raised on a very
dark unt storny savannah. You nust
remenber zat | haf done very nmany
things on ze Oz ships for Gated
Gal axi es. For exanple, in our 778, |
haf placed the instructions for
di smantling an apocal ypse devi ce.

MADEL | NE
Ch, thank gourd! OK, we've got a
fighting chance. It could attach any
nonment and start the clock, so we need
to get noving. Aivia, call up Emly
and what shi snane and hang on a m nute,
why didn't you tell us this when we
had our own device to worry about?

DR VON HABER ZETZER

| forgot until just zis nmonent. My
dear captain, | have been breathing
hal | uci nogeni c, toxic zubztances for
science (unt for entertainnent, it
nmust be zaid) zince before your
parents were ehhhhh....dancing the
Schuhplattler, if you underztand ne.

MADEL| NE
Even | ess than usual .

GREG
DOC!

ALBATRCS
Doct or von Haber-Zetzer, if we coul d?
VWiile | will likely survive the
encounter with the bonmb, 1'll spend

the rest of ny existence floating in
space, alone, with only ny own

t houghts for conpany and none of

you. ... hang on.

JESSI E
Conputer, call the 778 quick before
she finishes that thought.
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NARRATOR

[a little tipsy, rattle of ice in cocktail, sips]

As if the witer neant for the Oz
Asterisk's Apocal ypse device to be the
season's cliffhanger but inadvertently
wote it into the story too soon, we

| eave the crew scranbling yet again to
save their skins. Back in French Lick,
our nmerry gang of extra-thick
terrestrials is, wait for it....in
danger.

BEN
There's no one here. That's weird.

DONNA
It is awmfully quiet for the mddle of
t he day.

BEN
Honey, when we get hone, |'m paving
over your vegetable garden. Sorry, but
it's happening.

JULI E
It's really not. Hey, Donna, wasn't
your nmom t he goddess of agricul ture?
Maybe you should talk to them

DONNA
Ha ha. And no offense, everyone, but
t hese guys don't seemreal cultured to
me. Oh, no. |Is that Gertie? |Is she ..
dead?

JULI E
| can't exactly take her pul se, Donna.
But they ripped her out of her pot and
| eft her on the conpost pile, so |I'm
guessi ng she's not in great shape.
[ pause] What are you doi ng?

DONNA
It's my fault she's suffering.

BEN
She was EATI NG us.

11.
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DONNA
Oh, | know, but that's no excuse for
bei ng rude.

BEN
Yes! |t isl!

DONNA
You and Julie go count the plants and
whatnot. You don't need ne to help
with that. Just shout if you get into
troubl e.

BEN

[aside to Julie]

Can we | eave her alone with these
t hi ngs? What if she's in cahoots with
t henf

JULI E
What about bl asting that one to pieces
says "cahoots" to you? Al so,
"cahoot s"?

BEN
| dunno.. ..

JULI E
Go do the count. Stay well out of
range.

BEN
Al one?! Are you crazy?

JULI E
Look. See that?

BEN
What are you pointing at?

JULI E
Right there. That rut. See it? There's
a track down the middle of the rows.
It's a safety zone for the people who
take care of the plants. Stay on the
path and you'll be fine. Co.

BEN
You're sure?

12.
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JULI E
| sh, yes. Besides, we don't want to
make Maggi e an or phan.

BEN
OCh, THAT' S conforting.

DONNA
| could use a little help with Certie,
and frankly you two whi sper about as
quietly as the last, |oneliest
M nnesotan gray catbird on prom ni ght.
You two about done over there?

JULI E
Nearly! [to Ben] Go on. I'll see if |
can get nore information from her.
Just stay on the path.

BEN

Fine. Wait. Take a picture of ne.
JULI E

Why ?
BEN

So Maggie will know what | | ooked
like.

JULI E
Oh, good grief. Hold still. [camera
noi se] There. OK?

BEN
Great. Maggie will think her father
was blurry and the top of his head was
m ssi ng.

JULI E
&0

BEN
[moving away] 1...2...3...4...

JULI E
Hang on. That dirt isn't the right pH
bal ance. They like sul fur, renmenber?
We're going to need sone thick gloves.
Ah. Here. Put these on

13.



127

128

129

130

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

139

[cal I'ing

DONNA
You don't have to help ne.

JULI E
|'ma botanist, renenber? | don't |ike
to see plants suffer, even when they
tried to eat ne first.

DONNA
Qooo, that's pretty! What is that?
JULI E
El emental sulfur crystals. Mx sone in
with the soil. Try and get them evenly

distributed. Yep, just l|like that.
Good.

DONNA
| do |ike digging.

BEN
froma distance]
Jul i e?

JULI E
Yes, dear.

BEN
| found a baseball cap in the safe
zone.

JULI E

BEN
There's a head in it.

JULI E
|...amnot sure what to say about
t hat .

BEN
K. Just ... letting you know. | |ove
you.

JULI E
Love you too, honey. Keep counti ng.

14.
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DONNA
Poor fella. He really didn't sign up
for this.

JULI E
He married me.

DONNA
You nusta had sone interesting vows,
t hen.

JULI E
What are you going to do about Pl uto?
He seens pretty determ ned about you.

DONNA
|"'mnot sure. I'mhalf tenpted to take
himto Mnnesota wwth nme when this is
all over. That'd get Lars O son off ny
back in a hurry. Besides, he's a
sweetie, and that freeze thing could
come in handy.

JULI E
| like your optimsmthat this wll
all be over soneday. Wat is that good
attitude based on?

DONNA
Partly ny upbeat M nnesota heritage,
partly confidence in ny abilities --
and yours -- partly the fact that an
anci ent god has a crush on nme. This
main stalk is pretty bent. Is she
gonna nmake it?

JULI E
Bent, but not broken. W can kind of
splint her up to stabilize her.

DONNA
What about the shattered pods?

JULI E
Normally I'd advise cutting them off,
but I don't really want to try that
w th her.

[ vaguely threatening grunble rattl e]

15.



BEN
[farther away]
150 What was that? Should | cone back?
JULI E

[ shouti ng back]

151 We're all right. Keep counting. Wat
are you up to?
BEN
152 Ni nety-seven. Wait. Ei ghty-seven?
DAMM T! One... two.... three..
DONNA
153 She's awful | y weak, poor thing.
JULI E
154 True, but smell that?
DONNA
155 VWhat am | sniffin'?
JULI E
156 Not sure, but her scent has changed,
right? It was a sort of oily, wet,
burning tires snell, and nowit's a
little enony and ... | dunno..
war nmer ?
DONNA
157 | don't snell a thing, but I'll take

your word for it. You reckon that's a
good sign?

JULI E
158 No clue. But |I feel ... lighter.
Easier. Don't you?
DONNA
159 Nope. You know, if you're trying to

get information outta me, you're not
doing too well.

JULI E
160 | f you know that's what |'m doing, you
could just offer.
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DONNA

Oh, now where's the fun in that?
JULI E

Actually, I"'mdoing OK | know you're

| eft-handed, good with these plants
despite pretending you' re not, short-
sighted but you don't wear corrective
| enses... vain? Ch, and you play the
violin. Wo's taking care of your cat?
No, cats?

DONNA

Well, would you listen to that. Al
right, Sherlock, first, Ms. Peterson
down the hall, which neans they'll be
| azy and spoiled by the tinme | get
home. Second, |I'mnot vain, | just
don't need the |lenses. How did you
know about the violin?

JULI E
You are vain and you do need
corrective lenses. |'msurprised
you're still such a good shot. And
cal l ouses. Violin callouses, not
guitar.

DONNA

[ singing the MCCACEC fight song to the tune of XXX]

JULI E

[joins in]

DONNA
Ahhhhhh, | thought | recogni zed sone
of those diversionary tactics when we
were running fromthe plants. Does Ben
know? O Ms Sheffiel d?

JULI E
Nope. Just you, for now. And let's
keep it that way, shall we?

DONNA
Way show your hand now?
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JULI E
That's nmy business. Help ne get her on
her ... roots.

[ some grunting and struggle fromJULI E and DONNA as they get
Gertie upright]

JULI E
[ hol l ering at Ben]
Hey! Can you cone give us a hand?
BEN
[very great distance]
Sorry, no! | can give you a foot-
[ pl ant strike]

BEN ( CONT)
GAH'! Never m nd. Hang on. Found
anot her head! Wait. Is this the sane
one? Are these rows straight?

[ door opens]

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Ah. Good. Two of you left, | see, and
t hey took the thick one.

JULI E
Excuse ne?

BEN
| "' m back here! Sixty- wait. Fifty-
DAMM T!

MRS SHEFFI ELD
| ndi spensabl e as al ways, it seens,
hey, Benjam n?

JULI E
Now, hang on-

VMRS SHEFFI ELD
Have Pluto or Southers nade it back
here yet?



178

179

180

181

182

183

184

185

186

187

188

189

190

DONNA
Sout her s?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
He was waiting for us at the tunnels.
It appears Tiberius went in to the
tunnels to offer his brother in
tribute to The O hers.

DONNA
Ti berius has a brother?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Had.

DONNA
Ch, they killed his brother already?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
No, of course not. He's not even here
yet. Probably. Do keep up. Ah, there
you are, Ben. Good god, what is that
awful thing you're hol ding?

BEN
|"msorry. I'mreally really sorry.
JULI E
Ben? What happened? Are you OK?
BEN
|"mfine. Donna...
DONNA
What cha got there? Is that a ... oh
no.
BEN
It was sticking out of a pod. | pulled
onit, I thought I could save him But

it came off in ny hand.

JULI E
| s that-

BEN
It's a hoof. A golden hoof.
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DONNA
Well. | did not expect that. If you
all will excuse ne, | think I"Il just
step out into the sunshine for a
nonent .

BEN
| s she OK?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
|"'msure she will be. On the other
hand, I'mnot sure if we just gained
an advantage -- or |ost one.

JULI E
So Tiberius is gone?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
We believe so. He did a | ot of
shouting and then suddenly none at
all, which is generally not a good
sign. Tiberius and Pluto, eh? Two
kni ght s? rooks? kings? renoved from
t he gane. The chess board has been
rearranged, ny friends.

JULI E
But in whose favor?

NARRATOR
What are you | ooking at ne for? |
don't know 1've found a way to nmake
nmy job better, though - every tine
sonmeone does sonet hi ng breat ht aki ngly
stupid, | take a drink. It's possible
| passed out briefly around the bit
where Ben went off on his own to count
the plants. And by the way, that
"pat h" down the m ddle was actually
caused by several of the gardeners
bei ng dragged away by the really nasty
bugger of a plant right at the back.
Oh, and | forgot about Julie and Donna
hel ping Certie. Drink!

[takes gul p, passes out]
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NARRATCR TWO
It's a good thing | |eave ny text
nessages on.
You' ve been |istening to:
Shannon Perry as Madeline and Aivia
Ri chard Cowen as Leet
David S. Dear as Dr. Theo Bronmeeece...
June d ark Eubanks as the Al batros
Kevin Hall as Geg
Eric Perry as Dr von Haber-Zetzer and
Joe
Bonnie Brantley as Jessie and Donna
Ti m Sherburn as Colin
Aaron Clark as Ben
Iri Al exander as Julie
Sarah Golding as Ms Sheffield
Ri chard Nadol ny as your Narrator,
and nme, Kyle Jones, as Narrator 2
Don't forget to check out the
Ki ckstarter for the Oz 9 com c book at
"B-1-T-dot-L-Y slash Oz9 com c"
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