Oz 9 episode 69

Ti ghter than a M nnesotan Manhol e

copyright Gz 9



EPI SODE 69 (G GGLE)

NARRATOR
1 It's a gray, chilly day in French
Li ck, Indiana. The golf course is
nearly enpty, just a few die-hards are

out knocking ...their ... balls
around.... hang on. Is that a film
crew?
NARRATOR 2
2 Oiginally called "Salt Springs," the

t own now known as French Lick was once
a French tradi ng post. A ranger
station, established in 1811-

NARRATOR
3 VWHOA. Are you doing a ..
docunent ary??
NARRATOR 2
4 OCh, hey there. Yeah, it's just a
little something for ... uhhh ... PBS.
NARRATOR
5 PBS?! ? You have GOT TO BE Kl DDI NG ME.
NARRATOR 2
6 | hate to ask, but could you hold it
down? We're al ready behind schedul e.
NARRATCOR
7 Hold it down. You. Are asking ME to
"hold it down," have | got that right?
NARRATOR 2
8 "' msure you were their first choice,
but you've been....busy. Also, a

little unstuck in tine.

NARRATOR
9 I"mgoing to kill you.
NARRATOR 2
10 Now, hold on there-!
NARRATOR

11 SCAB! !

[ Muich shouting as Narrator chases Narrator 2 away]
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PLUTO

Did | just see a pair of narrators run
by?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Yes, | believe you did. Narrators are
a very territorial bunch, | find.
Wi ch probably means we'll have to set

the scene ourselves. Care to take a
whack at it?

PLUTO
Certainly. Ch, Ms Sheffield, why are
you sitting alone in a confortabl e,
reclining lawn chair on this grey and
di smal norning out on the nostly
abandoned golf course of chilly French
Li ck-

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Too many details, dear.

PLUTO
It did seemto get away from ne.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Never mnd. [pause] |'ve been having a
t hi nk.

PLUTO
And did you arrive at any concl usions?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Not hi ng satisfactory, | fear. Do sit,
won't you? | rather feel |I'm having a,
ehhh. ... package delivered.

PLUTO
Apol ogies. It's this ridiculous
onesie. So.... clingy.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
It's a rare deity who can carry off a
gol den ronper, dear.

PLUTO
May | ask the subject of your nusings?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Oh, the usual: the inm nent
destruction of earth by an alien
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speci es.

PLUTO
It concerns ne that that's the
"usual . "

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Let's just say it's a good job
humani ty doesn't pay very cl ose
attention. | mean, octopuses. How nuch
nmor e obvi ous do you have to get?

PLUTO
Cct opuses?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
And quokkas. Nothing native to this
pl anet is that happy. Especially not
in Australi a.

PLUTO
| see. [pause] Am | to assume you
think the battle is lost?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
| amworried. | nmean, we nmanaged to
convi nce the octopuses and quokkas and
the Wel sh to stay-

PLUTO
THE WELSH?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
SHHHHHHH! Not that they tried to keep
it a secret, their |anguage is a dead
gi veaway.

PLUTO
My head i s spinning.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
| told you to cut back on the sugar. |
just don't believe the plants can be
convinced to live in harmony with the
ot her species on this planet.

PLUTO
And if they cannot? WII we take up
arms? Or ... maybe just spray bottles

of Round Up?
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MRS SHEFFI ELD
M 18 is doing a bit of research to
find a suitable planet for them but
sul furic planets are still nostly
t heoreti cal .

PLUTO
We should send themto Venus! It is
heavily |l aden with hell gas.

MRS SHEFFI ELD

There was sone di scussion re: Venus,
but that planet spins backwards and
its days are longer than its years. No
one has tinme for that sort of

nonsense. Plus it's just too close.
What if they kill off that planet too,
and start eyeing Earth again?

PLUTO
Surely that is better than sinply
allowing themto have this one.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
| sincerely hope those are not our
only two options. But M 18 is our
best chance at a way out of this ness,
and they aren't sounding particularly
optimstic.

PLUTO
You are fond of these humans, | think.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Not all of them that Kimfamly is
one dis short of disaster.

PLUTO
| meant these humans. Qurs. Here in
French Lick

MRS SHEFFI ELD
| know, dear. They've barely got
enough brain cells to decorate a cup
cake, except for Julie and your Donna,
but they nean well.

PLUTO
How soon are you | eavi ng?
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MRS SHEFFI ELD
Wel |, who has his clever pants on,
hmmm? How did you know?

PLUTO
Humans emt a certain odor when
they're preparing for a |long journey
t hey have no wi sh to undert ake.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Real | y?

PLUTO
No. | just like to claimrandom super
powers and see if hunmans believe it.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
That's a bit unfair, don't you think?

PLUTO
Yes, but it is unfair in my favor, so
| see no reason to object. You haven't
answered ny questi on.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
M 18 think we have perhaps anot her
nmont h, maybe two, before the plants
will be able to terraformearth to
their standards. Qur rockets are
al ready set to go, as soon as we Cross
what ever threshold has been set. What
will you do?

PLUTO
Seriously? Wth humans dyi ng by the
billions? The underworld is going to

be hel|.

then they | augh as what Pluto's said registers]

PLUTO
| would hate for there to be no nore
M ke and | ke's.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
No nore el ephants.

PLUTO
O circus peanuts.
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MRS SHEFFI ELD
No nore snuggl es.

PLUTO
That...is a very great pity.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
|'d rather not, you know.

PLUTO
Leave?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Well, exactly. | nean, this is our
planet, isn't it? Yes, | get the irony

of saying that as the Oz ships go off
ostensibly to do the sane thing to
sonme ot her creature's planet, but they
weren't actually going to succeed,
were they?

PLUTO
Here cone the Narrators again.

NARRATOR
You went behind nmy back, you squirny
sneaky little... TOUR GU DE

NARRATOR 2
They canme to ME because | don't
breathe like a freight train!

NARRATOR
Stop and say that to ny face, you lip-
smacki ng noi st nout h!

NARRATOR 2
MO ST MOUTH? Pl ease, you could host a
herring boil in there!

NARRATOR

That's I T!
as the chasing starts again]
MRS SHEFFI ELD
Don't let them see you, there's a good
| ad.

PLUTO
Why not ?
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MRS SHEFFI ELD
You' re never supposed to neet your
narrator. Not really sure why not -
somet hi ng about wal |l s breaki ng or
space-tine eddies erupting or
sonmet hing. Never mnd, they're off
agai n.

JULI E
Hel | o!

BEN
There you are!

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Ah, you've found us. How ... lovely. |
trust Fel oni us has been secured?

JULI E
We found a garden shed to | eave him
in.

BEN
Julie picked the | ock in seven
seconds. [pause] These are the things
| brag about now.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
You brag about seven seconds?

JULI E
I"'ma little rusty. So was the | ock,
for that matter.

BEN
So, that's not good?

PLUTO
Ms Sheffield says we're all dooned.
Well, she and | will be OK but you're
dooned.

BEN
| beg your pardon?

JULI E
How soon do you | eave?

BEN
Leave?!
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MRS SHEFFI ELD
Goodness, is it stanped on ny forehead
or sonething? Have | actually grown a
t hought bubbl e?

JULI E
No, you snell... |eave-y.

PLUTO
[chortl es] Most anusing!

JULI E
She really does. It's kind of |like a
| otus mxed with a yellow carnation.

PLUTO
You concern ne, human.

BEN
Wel cone to ny marriage.

PLUTO
Ch, that is very generous of you, but

my | ady-

BEN
NOT LI TERALLY. Is this why | could
never keep a secret fromyou?

JULI E
And yet you keep trying.

BEN
Ms S, are you really |eaving?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
It is M 18 s policy to pul
operatives out of the field when it
beconmes too hostile. Apparently that
i ncl udes Earth.

BEN
So we really are dooned.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Chin up, Benjam n. No one's left yet.

BEN
Oh, thank god, you have a pl an!
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MRS SHEFFI ELD
Well, no. | was just saying | haven't
left yet. Do try to pay attention.

BEN
Does anyone el se feel carsick from
this conversation?

JULI E
You all can sit in your |lawn chairs of
despair, but until those vol canoes
erupt - assum ng Ben's right about
Tiberius's plan - we still have a
fighting chance. And | intend to
fight.

PLUTO
| like this human determ nation, even
in the face of conplete, assured, and
probably quite unpl easant
anni hi l ati on!

BEN
Stop talking. A lot.

PLUTO
Not encour agi ng?

BEN
George Carlin gave better pep talks.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
No one's giving up just yet, Julie;
we're just finding ourselves a bit
short on next steps. Goodness, is that
Sout hers com ng our way?

PLUTO
It is. Shall | casually toss himto
the ground with a thunderbolt?

BEN
You can do that? Why haven't you been
doi ng that?

PLUTO
| didn't want to show off.

VMRS SHEFFI ELD
Not at the nonent, Pluto, dear. Let's
see what he wants.
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MR SOUTHERS
[a little out of breath] What are you
doi ng out here on this gray and di snal
nor ni ng-

MRS SHEFFI ELD
W' ve already done that bit. Were's
t he dog?rrrr

MR SOUTHERS
On his way to stay with Mggi e,
actually. D d you all know Buck and
G enda were still alive?

PLUTO
We're very busy, and you're too close
to casually throw to the ground with a
t hunderbol t, now that |I'm aware such
t hi ngs are acceptable. Please back
away, say, a plethron.

MR SCOUTHERS
Now hang on there, Mdas, | cone
bearing gifts. | have a bit of

information | managed to gl ean from
Fel oni us that m ght be hel pful.

VMRS SHEFFI ELD
Go on...

MR SOUTHERS
The plants are keen on giving Earth a
sul fur bat h.

JULI E
We know t hat al ready.
BEN
A plethron is like, 100 yards, right?
PLUTO
It is.
MR SOUTHERS

Now, HANG ON. Y'all m ght be thinking
vol canoes, but those are mghty hard
to conjure up. If, on the other hand,
you can send Showertorium spies al
over the world to places where there
are sul fur springs....

10.
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PLUTO
Yes?

MR SOUTHERS
You have no sense of drama

MRS SHEFFI ELD
It's rather drowned out by a sense of
urgency just at the nonent. Carry on.

MR SOUTHERS
They're piping up sulfur fromthe
source. MIlions of little holes that
wi |l beconme exhaust vents when
Ti berius gives the go.

BEN
But how? Surely soneone would notice
all the holes..... Oh.
MRS SHEFFI ELD
Gh?
BEN
W' re standi ng on one.
MR SOUTHERS
Bi ngo.
PLUTO

| find nyself in the unusual and
rat her unpl easant position of relying
on Ben for an expl anation.

BEN
Gonna let that go for now Golf
courses. MIllions and mllions of golf
hol es.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Surely not ALL of them..?

BEN
Ww. The plants really invented rich
people, didn't they?

MR SOUTHERS
Bred "em|ike prize puppies. A keen
interest in golf and not too nuch
| ong-term thinki ng.

11.
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BEN
There are golf courses all over the
worl d. Surely not ALL of themsit over
sul fur springs?

PLUTO
That depends how deeply you dig the
little holes. And now | begin to
understand ny role in all of this.
They pronmi sed nme sunshine, but they
only wanted to steal ny sulfur.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
You dug the hol es?

PLUTO
Yes. Since 1672 | have waited for ny
skylights...

BEN
You t hought you'd get sunlight under
Scot | and?

PLUTO
That really should have been a red
flag.

BEN
So we go to every golf course in the
worl d and plug up the hol es. How many
could there possibly be?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Nearly fifty thousand golf courses in
2142. Multiply by 18..

PLUTO
Don't forget 2000 putt putt courses.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
'S NOTHI NG SACRED?

PLUTO
My lady |likes natural |ight.

JULI E
What happens to Hades when all the
sul fur is vented out at once?

PLUTO
It is precisely that concern which
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brought nme down fromny plinth.

JULI E
K. | have a sort of plan. It involves
golf balls. And we're gonna need a | ot
of hel p.

BEN
Gol f balls.

JULI E
Sort of.

MR SOUTHERS
Look, mssy, | don't know if you've
ever played the ganme, but generally
peopl e take the balls QUT of the
little cups. | reckon fol ks m ght
notice if those little cups fill up
over ni ght .

BEN
Plus sulfur is a gas; won't it just
sort of ... seep around the edges?

JULI E
Did 1 tell you ny plan? O did | just
say it involved golf balls? Don't junp
ahead of the plot. And if you call ne
"m ssy" again, you'll be plugging up
several of these holes, got it?

MR SQUTHERS
You... don't ... scare ne.

JULI E
[sniff] That snell of begonias begs to
differ. Start scouting golf balls. As
many as you can get hold of.

BEN
K, but what about the plants?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
We're going to have our hands full
pl uggi ng up the vents and saving
Earth. | think the plants are going to
be Oz 9's problem

PLUTO
It's all right. They have Donna.

13.
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MRS SHEFFI ELD
Wait. We're m ssing soneone. Has
anyone seen Joe?

BEN
Just because we don't see himdoesn't
mean he's not here. Joe? Joe?

JULI E
He' s not here.

BEN
How can you be sure?

JULI E
He snells |like hyssop flowers.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Is it possible he's in cahoots with
his brother?

JULI E
| trust him

BEN
Good enough for ne. | think.

JULI E
And with that rousing vote of
confidence, let's get those golf
balls. GO

NARRATOR 2
[ panting] As the ground crew split up
to gather golf balls-

NARRATOR
[ panting] And now you're trying to
shove in on ny day job? | don't think
so, 2!

NARRATOR 2
You need to stay hidden - what if the
ki dnappers find you?

NARRATOR
Ch, you'd love that, wouldn't you?

NARRATOR 2
Meanwhi | e-

14.
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Do
ABOARD THE
[ Madel i ne,

awakeni ng]

Ch
dr

NARRATOR
n't you dare! [attacks, fight]

Gz 9 - MADELI NE' S BRI DGE

Jessie, Colin, Dr. Theo, and Leet are groggily

MADEL | NE
, man, ny head! Wat t
i nki ng?

COLI N

Ugh. Way is the world. ..
it concerns nme that ny captain's first
assunption is that she's been

dr

i nki ng.

JESSI E

You don't know Madpants.

re

ne.

he hell was |

swi mm ng? And

It's a
Stop hitting

asonabl e guess. Qoof.

MADELI| NE
No one's hitting you.

JESSI E

was talking to ny brain.
LEET

feel great!
COLI N

o
he
Al

Ch, Donna drugged us.

bu

I
re

Ch, you're here too,

course you do.

re? Last | renenber,

What are we doi ng

batros's bri- general

LEET

we were on the

ar ea.

Well, Geg did,

t | don't think he wanted to.

GREG

didn't. Probably. Damm, now | can't

menber .

JESSI E

expl ai n what happened?

GREG
woul d, but now

can't

are you? Care to

r emenber.

15.
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[ pause]

Just a vague feeling of alarm

JESSI E
Donna must have reset your nenory or
sonething. | knew we couldn't trust
her -- she | ooks shifty.

LEET

| think she's pretty.

QLI VI A
Qpen up, wll you?

COLI N
Ah! You' ve been in there all al ong!
YQU can tell us what happened!

CLIVIA
| coul d.

CCOLI N
well ?

CLIVIA

| could also tell you all the elenents
of the gal axy and everything Freud got
wrong, but I'mnot going to tell you
those either. W've got to get a shift
on. Has anyone seen the 7787

CCOLI N
The what ?

QLI VIA
Emly. And the... other one.

LEET
Howard. They were high-tailing it down
the stairs the last time | saw t hem

QLI VI A
Damm. Who was the | ast person to see
their arns?

LEET
| was, | think. | stashed them down on
Level 4.

16.
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COLI N
Does it matter? Surely we have nore
pressing issues to deal wth?

QLI VIA
We don't, actually. Colin, fly Jessie
down to Level 4. Madeline, hop aboard
Greg here. W've got to get down there
before they do, and they're at | east
an epi sode ahead of us.

LEET
VWhat about ne?

oLl VIA
Run, ny lovely. RUN

JESS| E
Couldn't | ride the zebra and | et
Colin take Madeline? | get airsick.

CCLI N
| told you, keep your eyes cl osed.

JESSI E
Not bl oody |ikely! You never tell ne
when to pull ny |legs up!

COLIN
Vell, | don't know, do I? If you
didn't just dangle like a jellyfish-

JESSI E
Do you have any idea the core strength
it takes to try and stay hori zontal ?
|'d have to be a bloody A ynpic
gymmast! If you'd just let ne be on
t op-

COLIN
Not a chance. Last tine we did that,
you pani cked and w apped your armns
around nmy head. | could barely
breat he, | et al one see!

QLI VIA
"' msensing a real l|ack of urgency
here. Leet, can you carry Jessie?

LEET
Pfffft. O course. Piggy back,

17.
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[ pause]

shoul ders, or ronmance novel, forner
captain Jessie?

CCLI N
| vote for bag of potatoes.
GREG
Oh for crying out loud, | can take

her! Let's go!

MADEL | NE
|"mnot flying with Colin!

CCOLI N
VWhen did | volunteer to becone the
t eam pack nul e?

GREG
' mgonna | et that go for now.

Gl VI A
RIGHT. |F W DON T GET TO LEVEL FOUR
THE 778 IS GO NG TO CET THEI R ARMS
BACK AND BE ABLE TO TRAVEL THROUGH
SPACE AND TI ME.

LEET
Oh, cool !'!

GREG
Not cool. They're not on our side.

QLI VI A
And if they get their arns, they're
likely to help the plants terraform
earth, meaning you | ot can never go
hone.

LEET
Not ever?

CLIVIA
Not ever.

LEET

Ch. W shoul d probably go stop them
t hen.

18.
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QLI VI A
What a spl endid idea.
JESSI E
Madpants, you take Geg. |I'Il just...

cl ose ny eyes.

MADEL I NE
Fair enough. Your hair is definitely
nore stream ined. Let's go.

COLI N
Oivia, are you still able to open the
doors ahead of us?

QLI VIA
|'ve hotwired sone of the bridge
controls to Geg's internal circuits.
| think I got all the doors between

here and there, but ehhhhh.... go
careful ly.
[ sounds of struggle -- let's hear sone noises fromthe two
narrators, like you' re fighting]
NARRATCOR
Get off ne!
NARRATOR 2
"' mdoing this for your own good!
NARRATCOR
You're doing this for your own career!
NARRATOR 2
| can have nore than one objective!
NARRATCOR
WIIl the crew make it to Level 4 in
time?
NARRATOR 2

O will Howard and Emly retrieve
their arns first, and make their way
to Earth?

NARRATOR
You' re assum ng that's where they're
going. Narrators don't assune.
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NARRATOR 2
Come on, it's pretty clear, isn't it?

NARRATOR
Well, that's the "where," but what
about the "when"? Hang on -- which
side are YOU on? Are you hel ping them
conme ki dnap nme agai n? HEY!

[ sounds of struggl e cease]

NARRATOR 2
And THAT' S how you narrate a story.
HA! You' ve been listening to..
Sarah Golding as Ms Sheffield
Lee Shackl eford as Pl uto
Aaron Clark as Ben
Iri Al exander as Julie
Eric Perry as M Southers
Bonnie Brantley as Jessie and Donna
Shannon Perry as Madeline and Aivia
June C ark Eubanks as the Al batros
Ri chard Cowen as Leet
Ti m Sherburn as Colin
Ri chard Nadol ny as your Narrator, and
me, Kyle Jones, as your Narrator 2.
Qur nusic is by John Fal ey; our
artwork is by Lucas Elliott. Oz 9 is
written and produced by Shannon Perry.
Qur com c books are on sale on Etsy,
so be sure to visit Oz dash nunber 9

dot comfor the link. W'll see you
next tine.

ALBATROS
Donna? Donna, are you hearing al
this?

DONNA
Loud and clear. Wll, now | know what
the "778" on that paper was referring
to.

ALBATRGCS

So what now? Do we go after the arns
our sel ves?

DONNA
Mmmmm Don't think so. Let's not tip
our hand too early. And anyway, we
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know the 778 will head for Earth if
they get "emfirst. The cane, the key,
the arm.. three accounted for.

ALBATROS
And you know what the fourth object
i s?

DONNA

And the one that ties them al
together. Got it right here in ny-
DAMN. That sneaky little cow O
zebra. . ..

ALBATROS
What ? Are you saying OLIVI A knows now?

DONNA
She knew al |l al ong, but now she knows
she knows, yes.

ALBATROS
This could all work out in our favor.
If the crewis stupid enough to bring
the armto earth. And whatever the
fourth one is. DON T TELL ME

DONNA
Ch, don't you worry, that secret is
stuck tighter than a M nnesotan
manhol e cover in mdw nter. But |
t hought you said you closed all the
back doors into your progranm ng?

ALBATRCS
| think | did, but let's err on the
side of caution, shall we? If anyone
finds out what we're up to-

DONNA
Roger that. You just keep control of
the ship and | eave the sacred objects
to ne.

ALBATROS
Under st ood. Al batros out.



