Oz 9 Episode 71
Runblings in the Astral Region
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EPI SODE 71 - ON A SH P FOR REAL THI S TI ME

NARRATOR
Narrator here, speaking to you in real
time. Well, MY real time; you sort
your sel ves out. |'ve been taken again
by Emly and... he's told ne his nane
at least fifteen tinmes, but it doesn't
stick. Sounds |ike someone's uncle..
Her bert? Never mnd. Anyway, fromthe
nmoti on and the sounds, | appear to be
on sone sort of water craft, but it's
very dark and there are no w ndows, so
| can't be sure. I'"'mgoing to assune
also that I"'mon Earth, but frankly,
who the hell knows? Fortunately, and
for reasons unknown, |'ve been all owed
to keep ny m crophone, so |'ve decided
to make use of it. Little do they kno
w this is an advanced Next-CGen Audi o-
Techni ca AT2035 with built-in
broadcast capabilities.

[ hat ch opens]

HOWARD
Who you ehhhhh conversing with down
t here?

NARRATOR

Qur vast |istening audi ence of at
| east seven, obviously. Care to take a
moment for an interview?

EM LY
| don't think we should, Dear.
Narrators are notoriously unreliable.

HOWARD
| think the sea air is good for your
brainfry, there, Tator Tot! That whol e
sentence made sense!

EM LY
How very exciting.

NARRATOR
|"mnot able to record or broadcast
with only a mcrophone, so it's really
just an exercise to stay verbally fit.
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HOWARD
Well, far be it fromme to deprive a
fell ow el ocutionist of his opportunity
to rejuvenate his ehhhhhh |ingual and
| exi cal prowess!

EM LY

He said "yes."
NARRATOR

| know. | understood him
EM LY

Wy ?

[ HRE descend wooden stairs]

HOWARD
I nterl ocute away, ny good nan.

NARRATOR
So, you two are Emly and...

HOWARD
You' re ki dding ne. HOMRD. You wait
three endl ess seasons to get a name-

EM LY
Let it go, Dear.

NARRATOR
You are Emly and Howard, the 778
Repair bot assigned to keep the Oz 9
in running order, do | have that
right?

HOWARD
[giggling] Yeah, yeah, that's us. In
runni ng order. [snicker, guffaw] That
is our one and only purpose.

EM LY
This is why we never win at poker. You
woul dn't have a ciggie on you, would
you?

NARRATOR
You snpoke?

EM LY
| am unawar e of any ot her purpose for
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which I m ght request a ciggie, but
per haps you can illum nate ne.

NARRATOR
Uh, no. | was just surprised, you
being a robot and all. Sorry,
Narrators don't snoke unless prepping
to narrate a noir detective filmcirca
1950, Earthti ne.

EM LY
As ny constant conpani on inadvertently
acknow edged, we are NOT on the Oz 9
to keep it running. W were in fact
assigned to the ship to eradicate
Leet.

HOMNRD
Whoa, Nellie. You sure we should be
revealing trade secrets, there, Tater
Tot ? Maybe ixnay on the evel ati ons-
ray?

EM LY
You wanted to do the interview Dear

HOWARD
Wel |, yeah, but-

NARRATOR
Way Leet specifically?

EM LY
Si mpl e servants such as oursel ves are
generally not privy to classified
i nformation; however, | have cone to
the conclusion that it is Leet's
uni que ability to guess passwords that
is the reason for his intended dem se.

NARRATOR
He's on a ship set to self-destruct
t hrough any nunber of neans: faulty
construction, grossly inconpetent
crew, apocal ypse device. Surely adding
you to the mx is overkill?

HOWARD
And has the ship self-destructed yet?
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NARRATOR
Fair point. Doesn't that point to your
own i nconpet ence?

HOWARD
Heeeeeeey, now. Easy throwing the "I"
wor d around. ..

EM LY
We were rather unexpectedly diverted.
New orders cane through to grab you
and hie back to Earth.

NARRATOR
"Hi e"? They used the word "hie"? Wo
says "hie" anynore? [beat] Wiy ne?

HOWARD
No clue. What do you know t hat we
don't, eh?

NARRATOR
Beyond how to articul ate the ends of
words as well as the beginnings?

HOWARD
Whaddayout al ki naboud, eh?
NARRATOR
What i ndeed.
EM LY

You're not our only assignnent.

HOWARD
Ok, now, | think we're seriously in
nmonol ogi ng territory, here.

EM LY
It doesn't matter. We're on a ship in
the mddl e of the ocean. Who is he
going to tell?

NARRATOR
Who el se have you been assigned to ..
collect?

HOWARD
Oy. W'll be asking the questions
around here.
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NARRATCR
But I'minterview ng you.

HOWARD
Fine. Just don't ask any questions.

NARRATOR
Uhhh. ..

[ some sort of banpfing noisej

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Hello! Mnd if | borrow hinf

[ shock and surprise]

[ banpf ]

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Look, | really nust be quite quick.
Thi s whol e one-for-one exchange thing
is very conplicated, and | fear sone
poor sea creature just |anded in the
bi o-swanp so | could conme here.

Narrator, if you'll just put a hand on
my cane? Not the bit on top, though;
you'll get a nasty shock

NARRATOR
This really defies all the | aws of
narrated fiction. | don't think | can

condone this.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Yes, well, we'll talk about the ethics
of omni science later, shall we?

HOWARD
What the hell just happened? Is that
an alligator?

EM LY
| don't know. Look, Dear, we are off
the Oz 9. W& are alone and nostly safe
and have all our arms. Let's just run
away and find an island of our own and
drink mai tais in the sun.

[roar from Al bert is cut off hal fway. banpf]
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[cries of shock and di smay from Howard and Em |y,

of netal

EM LY

Thank god. The alligator has gone back

fromwhence it cane.

LEET

Hi, guys. Sorry about this.

bei ng wenched, banpf]

HOWARD

You gotta be kidding ne. How t he hel

we gonna steer the s

EM LY

hi p?

[ heavy sarcasn] The good news is, |
don't think we'll have to.

HOWARD

" massunming there is also news of the

negative variety?

EM LY
The alligator's back

[roar, screani

ALBATROS'

NARRATOR 2
Hell 0? Is anyone there? Hello? Am1 on
a ... boat? What the hell's going on
her e?

BRI - GENERAL AREA

NARRATOR

| really shouldn't be here.
never showed up on the Sea-ward.

VRS SHEFFI

ELD

Ron Howar d

Ch, do stop fretting. We're on the
eral area. Now
t hat everyone knows she's back on the

Al batros's brid- gen

shi p, no one cones u

p here.

You can

wat ch everything fromthe screens and
talk into this mcrophone here. 1t'll
be just like not being here at all.

NARRATOR

You don't really think my m crophone

is one of the four,

do you?

t he sound
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MRS SHEFFI ELD
How di d you know that? [beat] Sorry,
stupid question. Yes, | rather think
we do think that. Miust dash. Leet is
maki ng chocol ate m | kweed with those
m ni rose-mall ows. Sounds deli ci ous,
but sure to be utterly foul. You al
settled in? Ch, quick Q before
sprint: any idea why Freiderich and |
are out of sorts with one another? Too
much tinme travel - neither of us can
remenber a damm t hing.

NARRATOR
Unh..... [ pages flipping]. Just says
"“coldly" in the stage directions for
both of you. Nothing el se.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Ah, well, | suppose we'll find out
eventual ly.

NARRATOR
Kind of Iike we found out what
happened with crews one through six?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Story's not over yet, is it? Toilet is
t hree doors down on your left, and
there are extra bl ankets in those
cabinets. Ta for now

NARRATOR
[calling after her] Wait, extra
bl ankets? How | ong am | staying?

Bl O SWAMP, DAYTI ME

JESSI E
[sip, retch] God, these are utterly
foul. Top nme off a bit wll ya, Leet?

LEET
You got it. [pouring] Mre rose-
mal | ows?

JESSI E
Wy not. Toss a handful in there.

MADEL I NE
Hand me the noss repellant, will you?
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| mssed a spot. [punp spray] Wat
ot her gl orious things have you found
on Level 94, Leet?

LEET
There's actual food up there. A lot.

JESSI E
Yeah? Li ke what ?

GREG
Makes sense there's food sonmewhere on
the Oz 9, since this ship's human
popul ati on was supposed to survive.

QLI VIA
Vell, sonme of it's human popul ati on.
Look, it's lovely that everyone's
feeling so rel axed, but you do realize
that all the elenments of the four-oh-
one-

COLIN
[sleepily] Long may it | ather.
DR THEO
What did you just say?
COLIN
M ??
LEET

Has anybody seen Al bert?

COLI N
NO. And stop clucking for him He'l
conme out eventually.

QLI VI A
Hel l0? Said a thing recently, if
anyone cares?

DR THEO
| rewote the m ssing pages of ny
novel .

CCOLI N
Oh, hurrah.

CLI VI A

"Be a ship's Al," they said. "Be
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omi potent and command respect," they
sai d.

DR THEO
The chapter actually cane out a little
| onger. Now it's four hundred and
one. ..

COLI N
Long may it |ather.

DR THEO
...pages. Ms Sheffield, a word?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Wll, that's a bit of a twist in the
kni ckers, isn't it?

DR THEO
He doesn't even seemto realize he's
saying it.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Yes, well, | do believe that's the
poi nt of indoctrination.

DR THEO
What do we do? Thank goodness we only
have three of the tokens aboard this
ship. Imagine if we had all four!

QLI VIA
Hang on... I'mfeeling sone astral
ripples- Hello?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
On? You think having themall would be
bad, do you? Wy, exactly?

DR THEO
It's an unknown quantity. We need to
do nore research before we bring them
together and risk a catastrophic
event.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
| knewit. Here we are again. You're
too cautious, Theodore. Science is
about bangi ng rocks together until you
make fire!
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DR THEO
And burn the forest down. |'mjust
suggesting we proceed thoughtfully,
rat her than flouncing off willy nilly.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
"Fl ounce"? That's a rather dismssive
way to describe data collection,

surely?
LEET

AlllTlTTTbeeeert! ALIIITI]Dbeeeeeert?
DR THEO

How does a nassive alligator go

m ssi ng?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Mmmmm gi ft horse, nouth, Dr. Theo!
Shal | we discuss Colin? That is why
you pulled ne aside, is it not?

QLI VIA
Oy, there are at |east three inportant
things to tal k about here-

PLUTO
Greeti ngs.

[surprise fromLeet, Colin, Ms S, Jessie, Mdeline,

QLI VIA
| renmenber when | could just turn off
t he oxygen to get everyone's
attention... briefly, anyway.

LEET
Ww, how do you get your chest so
shiny? Is that wax? Wat kind of
buf f er -

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Perhaps later, Leet? Hello, Pluto,
what brings you aboard?

PLUTO
"' mnot actually aboard. This is
nmerely astral projection.

COLI N
Can you tone it down a bit? Your glare

10.

Dr Theo]
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is cutting right though nmy marshti ni
buzz.

PLUTO
Where is ny lady? It has been too | ong
‘ere | laid eyes upon M nnesota's

truest hot dish

JESSI E
Ugh. How | ong have you been waiting to
trot that one out?

PLUTO
A while. | wshed to test it before |
tried in her presence. No good?

JESSI E
Put it this way: the ship makes her
gueasy, so |'d get her on solid | and
before you ladle it on her.

GREG
Just out of curiosity, since no one
el se is asking, why are you here?

PLUTO
| have noticed runblings in the astral
regi on.

LEET
Yeah, | get that. Usually neans |'ve
had t oo many prunes.

PLUTO
| beg your pardon?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Moving quite hastily on....

PLUTO
Very well. There is novenent anongst
celestial bodies.

LEET
Qoooo, | wouldn't wait too |ong, then.

PLUTO
O what do you speak, anple-chested
one?

11.
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MADELI NE
HANG ON. I'mthe captain of this ship,
and if you have sonmething to say, you
can say it to ne.

LEET
| think he just wants to use the
bat hr oom

PLUTO
| believe |I've been speaking to ALL of
you, have | not?

MADEL | NE
Well, yes, | guess, but you're |ooking
at Ms S, which neans you're really
speaking to her, and |I'mjust
over heari ng.

PLUTO
Is this of great inportance?

JESSI E
Just hunor her, it'll be quicker.

DR THEO
And use sinpl e words.

MADEL| NE
| HEARD THAT.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
The runblings. Can we get back to the
rumbl i ngs?

LEET
Ew, Ms. S

PLUTO
Very well. Sonething has shifted. |
can feel the pressure building.

LEET
| s anyone else really grossed out
ri ght now? Like, TM, dude.

PLUTO
| don't understand the shiny one.

COLI N
No one does. Fortunately, it rarely

12.
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matters. Carry on.

DR THEO
What's causing the increase in
pressure?

LEET
Coul d be too many bananas.

CCLI N
Shut up.

PLUTO
That's exactly what pronpted ny visit
her e.

LEET
See?

COLI N
He's not tal ki ng about bananas, you
i di ot .

MADELI| NE

Way are we tal ki ng about bananas?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
W're not. My god, how has the
Al batros not killed you all by now?
Look, I have a fair idea what's
causi ng the di sturbance.

DR THEO
[warning] Ms Sheffield...

JESSI E
| bet we could grow bananas in here.
It's warm enough.

MADEL | NE
How do you grow bananas? They don't
have seeds.

COLI N
O course they have seeds.

MADEL | NE
Al right, M. Phlebotom st-

DR THEO
VWhat ?
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MADEL| NE
Pl ant expert.

DR THEO
Not even cl ose.

MADELI NE
How are you a scientist? Colin, since
you're such a plant genius, where are
t he banana seeds, hmmmm?

PLUTO
My Me, what have | done? Sending ny
| ove to be anpbngst these idiots like a
chess queen at an Uno match.

DR THEO
Coul d we possibly get on with this?
GREG
Are we in any danger?
PLUTO
Finally, a w se question. To which,
sadly, | have no good answer. But | do

suspect these runblings signal bad
tidings.

LEET
You'll feel better after, though.

PLUTO
This one seens fixated on scat al ogi cal
matters.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Wel |, eat kudzu bread with fugu pesto
atime or two, and you m ght be nore
synpat heti c.

PLUTO
You said you may know what's causi ng
the celestial disconfort?

DR THEO
You did it, didn't you? You went ahead
and gathered the four oh one.

CCLI N
Long may it | ather.

14.
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LEET
Wiy do you keep saying that?

CCLI N
Sayi ng what ?

PLUTO
That is concerning.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Yes, well, | wouldn't have brought
themall here, had I known we had a

Showertorium acol yte on board! Wuld
| ?!

DR THEO
So you DO have themall! Do you have
any i dea how dangerous that is?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
None at all! Nor do you, which neans
it mght well be conpletely...
undanger ous!

MADEL| NE
That's not a word.

DR THEO
Ms S, if there are portents of doom
THAT is surely one of them

MADELI NE
| know words! Lots of words!

DR THEO
What's a synonymfor "lots"?

MADELI NE
What's a synonyn? Oooo, now | want
ci nnanon t oast.

JESSI E
That sounds grand. Any of that up on
94, Leet?

LEET
Probably. There's a plethora of stuff.
Hear that, Dr. Theo? Do | get a hug?

DR THEO
Yes, good synonym Leet. You get a

15.
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hug.

PLUTO
Atre you telling ne the four sacred
tokens are all aboard the Oz 9?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
|"mnore sort of hinting at it,
dependi ng on how angry you get. Look,
we need to keep themall out of the
hands of Gated Gal axi es and the
Showertorium

DR THEO
She does have a point. Even having one
woul d nake it possible for themto
travel through space to collect the
ot hers.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Exactly. At |least here, they' re well
out of Southers' reach. And that
Ti berius fellow.

GREG
But are we in danger? Not to be
sel fish or anything, but we can't
protect the tokens if we're all dead.
And Aivia is here sonmewhere.

CLI VI A
"Somewhere"? That's it. |'m going back
to bei ng godlike.

PLUTO
Why does this AQivia natter?

CLIVIA
Can't wait to hear this...

MRS SHEFFI ELD
She's the one. The binding agent. |
suspect that's why Friederich put her
on this ship: if it survived as
i ntended, so would all of humanity's
vast know edge.

PLUTO
[ doubtful] "Vast"?

16.
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CCLI N
Anyone el se feeling snacky?
QLI VIA
| believe I'll just wander down to

earth for a bit. Any objections?

GREG
Do you think Dr von Haber Zetzer
pl anned all this?

DR THEO
It's possible. He's even nore reckless
than Cl ara here.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Tread lightly, Theo. Even up here, |I'm
still headm stress.

GREG
Does that answer my question sonehow?
PLUTO
Sonmeone i s com ng.
LEET
\Wher e?
PLUTO
Down here.
LEET

Oh, is that like code? Is it time to
rel ease the Crappen?

PLUTO
| believe these ships were outfitted
with an Al therapy pod. Perhaps you
shoul d encase himin one for a year or
two? | nust go, in haste.

CLI VI A
That's a "no," then. R ght. See you
all later. No, please, don't get up

['ll see neself out.

JESSI E
Didn't soneone nention snacks? Colin,
fly up to 94 and see if you can find
nme sone circus peanuts.
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PLUTO
Perhaps | could stay a nonent nore...

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Pluto, there is a door in one of the
tunnels that leads to this ship.
Odinarily, you need a token to get
t hrough, but | happen to know a
significant power source can al so open
the gateway. You are a giant gol den
battery, so watch your step

PLUTO
So | shall. Tell ny |ady her radiance
out shi nes every star around her.

MADELI| NE
A No one ever talks to ne
li ke that.

JESSI E
[ maki ng fun of Pluto] Madeline, you
are a streaking conet across the night
sky.

MADEL I NE
Only because you stole ny towel and ny
cl ot hes out of the wonen's shower, you
unwashed, argyle-clad cow.

GREG
Pl uto, any chance you could take ne
with you?

PLUTO
While | synpathize with your plight,
nobl e hi ppotigrus, | fear | cannot.

Save me sonme circus peanuts, just in
case, though; our 7-El even hasn't had
themin ages.

GREG
Sure. That's why I'mon this ship,
after all.

PLUTO
Be wel |

LEET
You too! Eat sone fiber!

18.
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MRS SHEFFI ELD
Leet, absolutely none of that was
about what you think it was about.

COLI N
That, Ms Sheffield, is the notto of
his life.

DR THEO

| do think you should tell themyou
have placed their lives in peril.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Oh, good lord, fine. If | could just
have your attention for a nonent?

You're all in nortal peril.
COLI N
Oh no! We're in peril?
JESSI E
Ch, heavens, not peril. Whatever shal
we do?
MADELI NE

| ve never been in peril before.
Colin, does this peril make ny butt

| ook bi g?

LEET
Peril. Peril. Peril. Now |l don't know
how to spell it any nore.

JESSI E
Did you ever?

DR THEO
|'"mglad you're all taking this so
seriously.

JESSI E

Dr Sexy Pants, if | had a nickel for
every tinme | was in peril aboard the
oz 9...

LEET
You'd be a short-tailed possum

COLI N
What the hell are you tal king about?
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LEET
Shrew sh short-tailed possuns hold the
@ui nness world record for nost
ni ppl es.

JESSI E
| said "nickels,” you unholy twat!

MADEL | NE
| heard "nipples" too, actually.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Well, THEODORE, | told them and
that's made all the difference in the
worl d. They've really snapped into
action, haven't they. | say, has
anyone seen divia lately?

NARRATOR
Unbeknownst to anyone but ne, divia
has sent herself to earth. Al though
tangi bl e now, Qivia renmains inorganic
and therefore doesn't require a swap.
However, she is corporeal instead of
digital, rendering her both vul nerable
and nostly powerless. |Is separating
her fromthe four tokens a good idea?
Is Colin a unwitting plant (plant spy
not plant green thing) sent fromthe
Showertoriun? Stay tuned, space
nonkeys - unlike Al bert, we're not out
of the swanp yet!

You' ve been |istening to:

Kevin Hall as Geg

Eric Perry as Howard

David S Dear as Dr Theo Bromae
Lee Shackl eford as Pl uto

Tim Sherburn as Emly and Colin
Sarah Golding as Ms Sheffield
Shannon Perry as Madeline and divia
Ri chard Cowen as Leet

Kyl e Jones as Narrator 2

and nme, Richard Nadol ny, as your
Nar r at or .

Qur nusic is by John Faley. CQur
artwork is by Lucas Elliott. Oz 9 is
witten and produced by Shannon Perry.
Until next tinme, Space Monkeys,
Narrat or out!
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NARRATOR 2
Now hang on a second, what about ne?
Can he not see ne here? Narrator! Hey,
Narrator! How is that possible? He
sees everything! Wiere is "here,"”
anyway? [clang] Ooooo, what's that?
Feels like a netal foot. Hello? Is
sormeone here with nme?

EM LY
[threatening] Hello, Dear.

21.



