Oz 9 episode 73
Is that a G ant Turnip?

Shannon Perry



EPI SODE 73 THE ALBATROS' BRI DGE

JESSI E
It's night aboard the Oz 9. The crew,
slightly the worse for wear on swanp
hooch, are tucked up in various
pl aces, some of them even in beds,
t hough a few m ssed the mark and
| anded on floors, and what the hell am
| doi ng?

NARRATOR
Hal | uci nati ng. What was in that |ast
batch of swanp hooch?

JESSI E
Sonet hi ng yel l ow. Who're you? Your
voi ce sounds fam i ar

NARRATOR
It doesn't matter. Why are you on ny
bri dge?

JESSI E

Qooooo00, don't l|let Madpants hear you
say that. Al the bridges belong to
her, you know. Hang on. |'m not going
to suddenly burst into song, aml?

NARRATOR
No, that episode hasn't been witten
yet.

JESSI E
YET?

NARRATOR

Coul d you maybe toddl e off now and
forget everything you saw here?

JESSI E
[yawns] Wth pleasure. Hey, am | maybe
going to wake up on Earth, or the
67487

NARRATOR
We are none of us in control of our
own destiny.

JESSI E
That's deep, for a fever dream
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NARRATOR
Hang on. Did all of you drink the
swanp hooch?

JESSI E
O course. It was Saint Leonard's Day,
bl ess his pointy ears. Right. That's
me, off to Bedfordshire. Feel free to
evapor at e whenever, but |ock up, won't
you?

[ stunbl es out door]

NARRATOR
Oh boy.

NARRATOR 2
[over radio] Did you just interact
wi th one of your narratees?

NARRATOR
Yeah.
NARRATOR 2
Onh boy.
NARRATOR
Yeah.
[ musi c]
Oz 9 BRI DGE
LEET
Quch.
CCOLI N

"Quch"?! My head is exploding in slow
notion, and you say "ouch"?!

LEET
My everything hurts. And | have a | ot
of sone things.

LBF
Wiy oh why did you add that yell ow
thing to the drinking Iiquid?

LEET
It was pretty!
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ALBATROS
Coul d you maybe shout at one anot her

wi th semaphore flags or sonething? No,
don't do that. | think even the breeze

woul d hurt.

[ door opens, hooves]

[ door ]

[ col | ecti

GREG
Goooood nornin'!

MADEL| NE
Die horribly.

GREG
Ch boy. | told you not to add the
yel |l ow stuff.

JESSI E
The weirdest thing just happened to
ne. ..

LBF
Me too. | have never created that
col or before.

ve groan of disgust]

GREG

What happened, Captain Jessie?
JESSI E

What are you tal ki ng about ?
GREG

You sai d sonet hing weird happened.
JESSI E

Did I? This floor | ooks confy. [drops]
NARRATOR 2

Wel |, that was | ucky.
NARRATOR

| fear there will still be

reper cussi ons. WARD?

NARRATOR 2
He'd narrate, that's what he'd do.
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NARRATOR
Dam right he woul d. Having toasted
Saint Leonard's elegantly arched
eyebrow and pointy ears a few too nany
tinmes, the crew are now suffering the
effects of swanp hooch. Though they
bel i eve thensel ves in the hangover -
and-recovery phase of their bacchanal,
little do they know the "yell ow stuff"
doesn't quit that easily.

MADELI| NE
This room seens unusual |y crowded.

LEET
| was thinking that too.

CCLI N
It's because you're init, Lord
Chesterfield.

ALBATROS
No, the captain is right. There are
extra people in here.

GREG

Just the usual suspects.
LEET

Who's that?
GREG

The wal | .
LEET

No, in front of the wall.
GREG

There's no one there, Leet.
BEN

Well, that's insulting.
LEET

Hey, | know that voice. Ben?
BEN

Sort of. I"'mpretty sure I'ma

hal | uci nati on.
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MADELI| NE
AN hal | uci nati on

CCLI N
There you go again. What is it with
you and the granmmar?

ALBATROS
| nmust be dreaming. | think she's
right this tinme.

LBF
| amcalling the dibs on the healing
pod.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Unt vy am | seeink chewi nk gumon ze
bottom of zis vork station, mmmf

ALBATROS
Because you're lying on the floor.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Ah. | amsurprisingly confortable for
one whose head is suddenly full of
poi nty things.

DR THEO
If | asked nicely, do you suppose
Aivia would fwp nme?

LEET
You' d probably have a better chance if
you asked neanly. [pause, worri ed]
You're not going to ask, are you?

DR THEO
No, Leet. Well, probably not.

MADEL | NE
Leet, you're being rude to our guest.
| nt r oduce us.

LEET
Ch, sorry. Ben, this is everyone.
Everyone, Ben.

ALBATROS
Ben-from French-Li ck Ben?
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BEN
|"mactually f
Ben-from Frenc

MADE

rom never mnd. Yeah,
h-Li ck Ben.

LI NE

Nice to neet you, Ben-from French-Lick
Ben. Who el se we got here?

JOE
Hel | o.

EVERYONE
Jesus!

JOE

Even as a feve
know.

SouT
Ch, hell. This
it.

JULI

r dream huh? Good to

HERS
is an Oz ship, isn't

E

Don't panic. W're not real

SQUT

HERS

Thank god for that. These boots are
made outta some kind of vegan | eather.

JULI

E

"Yel l ow things" in the swanp hooch,

huh? 1' m goi ng
t he descriptio

DR T
Damm t, Leet,
fromthose tru

LEET
How can soneth
danger ous?

wi th Brugmansi a, given
n.

HEO

| told you to stay away
npet - shaped fl owers.

ing so pretty be so

ALBATROS

Pfft. If I had

a ni ckel . ..

MADEL| NE

Well, at | east
Does it count
us?

we know what did it.
if a hallucination tells
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BEN
| thought it was "an" hall ucination.

MADEL | NE
Seriously?

BEN
You started it.

JULI E
So, there's sone bad news.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Wrse than ny aching head unt know ng
zere is zis much chewi nk gum under al
ze vork stations? Zis is zo

di sgusti nk.
JULI E
Yeah, so | just popped over to the
bi oswanp.
CCLI N
How did you do that?
JULI E
I"'ma ... an... whatever. There are

perks to being a fignent of someone's
i magi nation. Is this what you put in
t he swanp hooch?

LEET
Yep. Pretty, right?
JULI E
Yeah, well, it's been genetically
nodi fi ed.
DR THEO
How so?
JULI E

The bit that causes the psychotropic
effect is in these little beads, see
her e?

DR THEO
Leet, how thoroughly did you crush
these flowers in your m x?
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[ crash]

LEET
Not nmuch. They're too pretty. | used
t hem as garni sh

JULI E

Yeah, it's gonna be a | ong day.
ALBATROS

Wy ?
DR THEO

Basically, these little beads are
perfect tinme-rel ease capsules. Until

t hey pass through our systens, they're
goi ng to pop open periodically and-

LEET
Hey, when did we get a sw mm ng pool ?

MADEL | NE
How long is this going to keep
happeni ng?

JULI E
| " m guessing at |east 24 hours. It
m ght be good if you all hole up
somewher e safe.

COLI N
Saf e? [hysterical |aughter] We're on
the Oz 9. 1'm guessing that unicorn

isn't real ?

GREG
|'ma zebra, not a unicorn.

COLI N
Not today, you're not.

MADELI| NE
Greg, how about you eat one of these
and let the scientists tell you how
long the effects are going to last?

GREG
Much as 1'd love to participate, |
t hi nk maybe one of us should keep a
cl ear head.



CCLI N

101 When did Greg grow a horn?
GREG
102 | DIDN T. Everyone, off the bridge

before you break sonething we m ght
need soneday.

PLUTO
103 Wiy have | been sumoned here?
CCLI N
104 Where's your other foot?
LEET
105 It's a hoof! Cool!
LBF
106 You may untw st your panties, tal
person. You're not real.
PLUTO
107 | beg your pardon?
GREG
108 Actually, I can see himtoo.
ALBATROS
109 Well, what the hell does that nean?
JULI E
110 You didn't drink any swanp hooch?
GREG
111 Nope. Learned ny lesson fromthe fugu
f ondue.
JESSI E
112 Don't even say those words. [gag]
MADEL | NE
113 Hey, wel cone back, Jessie.
JESSI E
114 Wiy is there so nmuch chewi ng gum under
her e?

DR VON HABER ZETZER
115 | am asking the sanme question! It is
revol ting, no?
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[ door ]

10.

JESSI E
[chewing] It's Juicy Fruit. Wo has
Juicy Fruit?

MADEL I NE
Did you just pull off a- And chew |
real ly am gonna be sick

PLUTO
VWH CH OF YOU HUMANS SUVMONED ME?

COLI N
You' re very shouty. Al so shiny. Could
you put a robe on or sonething?

DR THEO
| don't suppose you found sone sort of
anti dote when you popped over to the
swanp?

JULI E
"Fraid not. But who designed your
bi odone? It's |like Jurassic Park in
t here.

LEET
Did you see an alligator?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Did soneone forget to invite nme to the
party? Ch, hello, Julie, Ben, Pluto.
Sout hers, you're here as well? The
French Lick gang is all back together!

BEN
We're not real. Are you?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
| believe so. Oh, dear. |Is that an
angel's trunpet you're holding, Julie?

JULI E
Yeah.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Well, that would explain the
hi ppopot anus in ny shower this
nor ni ng.
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LEET
You got a hippo? Man. | just got a
duck.

MADEL | NE

How did a hippo fit in your shower?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Vertically. Also, it wasn't real
Which is quite good news as it was
awful ly crowded.

COLI N
s there any purpose to this story
line, or can | go back to bed?

BEN
Yeah, | think I was about to order
waffl es at the resort when | got
pul l ed up here.

LEET
Oooooo, waffles. | bet | could neke

some with kudzu flour and egret eggs.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
| think you ve toyed with ny liver
enough for one day, Leet, thank you.
So we can expect to drift in and out
of reality for a day or so, eh? Bit
i ke London in the 60s, eh,
Fri ederich?

DR VON HABER ZETZER
VWi ch 60s?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Fair point.

PLUTO
As long as |I'mhere, perhaps | could
see ny | ady |ove?

JESSI E
Nope.

PLUTO
"Nope"? Puny human, one does not say
"nope" to a god.

11.



JESSI E

140 Nope, your honor.
PLUTO
141 | s she always |ike this?
MADEL | NE
142 Yes. Donna's doi ng sone research. She

has a theory that the nold can form
some kind of protective suit.

MRS SHEFFI ELD

143 Sort of a cross between a ghillie
Sui t-
JULI E
144 And arnor against the plants! That's
brilliant.
PLUTO
145 That's mmy girl.
GREG
146 She all owed herself to be wapped up

to see if she could eventually build
up a resistance to the sleep effect.

JULI E
147 s it working?
MADEL | NE
148 She stopped snoring. W think it's a
good si gn.
CCLI N
149 | don't care. I'mnot allow ng those

horrid vines to creep all over ne.

LEET
150 They're not horrid. They snell nice.
COLI N
151 How do we know they're not... eating
her? O maybe she'll energe changed.

Gah! Is that a giant turnip?
[thunp as he passes out]
JULI E

152 Looks i ke round two of the Brugmansi a
is starting.
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MRS SHEFFI ELD
That woul d explain the extra arns,

yes.
MADEL | NE
Coul d everyone pl ease stop blurring?
JESSI E
Passi ng out was ni ce.
ALBATROS
There's got to be a way to speed this
up. Coffee?
JULI E

| wouldn't recomrend it. Caffeine
could intensify the effects.

ALBATROS
Food, then.

JULI E
Do you have any food on board that
you're sure of ? I nmean, anything that
didn't come fromthe bi oswanp?

ALBATROS
You' re not making this any easier.

BEN
Hey, it's not Julie's fault you al
poi soned yoursel ves.

JULI E
Actually, it mght be. This was nmy PhD
proj ect .

BEN
Huh?

JULI E
Brugmansi a doesn't grow in the wld.
What ever creature allowed it to
pol linate or germ nate doesn't exi st
any nore. | was trying to figure out
how t o re-engi neer -

COLI N
| s anyone el se bored?



166

167

168

169

170

171

172

173

174

175

176

177

178

179

LBF

DR THEO
Ch, no! Did you al nost |earn
sonet hi ng? Poor children.

COLI N
There's no reason to get snippy.

JULI E
But why is it on board?

PLUTO
Do you think it was intentional?

MADEL | NE
Probably a joke. Just like the
f orei gn-| anguage manual s and the
inferred directional signs.

GREG
| nferred?

MADELI NE
Yeah. It's why only the Al batros can
read them

DR THEO
| nfrared?

MADEL I NE
That's what | said. Whay are you so
smal | ?

DR THEO
|"mnot. Those are ny knees. My head
is up here, Captain.

MADEL | NE
Pretty sure it's down there, since
that's where your nose is. And your
gl asses.

JULI E
Round t wo.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Is it possible we could just accept
t hat anything unusual is the flowers
tal king and get on with the nore

14.
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i mportant conversation?

GREG
No one here is in any shape to have
i nportant conversations [nunbl es] at
the best of times. Now get off this
bridge. Go to the bioswanp and check
on Donna. Shoo!

PLUTO
| believe this to be very w se
counsel

BEN
You just want to kissy face with your
girlfriend.

LEET
A That' s sweet .

DR VON HABER ZETZER
| haf become a giant strudel, and
while intellectually I know zis to be
a- an hallucination, | amstill unable
to walk on ny strudely I egs.

MADEL | NE
Colin, can you fly Dr von Haber
Strudelrr ?

ALBATROS
Oh, | don't think that's a good idea,
do you?

MADEL | NE

| think I just suggested it.
ALBATROS

Oh, | wasn't asking you. Julie?
MADEL | NE

You'll take the word of an

hal | uci nati on over your captain?

ALBATROS
O course not. You clearly just
dreaned that. Julie?

MADEL| NE
You're still doing it!

15.
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ALBATROS
|"mnot! You're dream ng! Julie?

JULI E
Probably best to just do everything
the safest way possible until the
effects wear off.

LEET
"1l carry him Unless, of course, Dr.
Theo is feeling strudely too?

DR THEO
|'mfine, apart fromthis dense mat of
body hair, thank you, Leet.

JESSI E

It's al nmost restful down here, isn't
it?

DR VON HABER ZETZER
You are a very strange wonman, once-
captain Jessie.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Right. So. W' ve established that any
wei rdness outside the normal weirdness
is aresult of the Brugmansia, yes?

PLUTO

Unless it's an alien invasion.
MADELI NE

VWhat ?
PLUTO

Per haps these creatures aren't

hal I uci nati ons but are in fact aliens
conme aboard in disguise to lull you
into a fal se sense of security before
taki ng over the ship and di spatching
all of you to Elysiunf

LEET

| s that another ship?
COLI N

| doubt it.
JULI E

You know that's not true.
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PLUTO
Exactly what a di sguised alien would
say.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
| suspect Pluto here is having a bit
of fun at our expense.

LBF
You were the first one on board from
the Licking of the French - which
woul d advi se none of you do, by the
way - perhaps you are also an alien,
ehhhhh?

LEET
Actual ly, you canme aboard before she
di d.

LBF
From the 6748!
LEET
O so you say.....
JESSI E
He's fromthe 6748. | can vouch for
him
CCOLI N

Fabul ous. Now who's going to vouch for
you?

JESSI E
You' re | oki ng.

JULI E
See what you' ve done?

PLUTO
Humans. They're so ... easy.

BEN
W're trying to HELP t hem

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Hang on. Are our hallucinations
argui ng? Wth each other?

JULI E
Sonmeone nust have gotten a clipping

17.
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frommny |ab. But that was ages ago. |
destroyed all the clippings when
finished ny research

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Was your | ab at MCCACEC?

JULI E
Under it, yes.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Ch dear.

MADELI NE
"Oh dear"?

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Those | abs were donated by M 18, you
see. To learn from student research
projects into plants. Sort of a cross-
pol l'i nati on. About pollination.

JULI E
Yeah, | thought it was odd that a
community col |l ege of fered doctorate
degr ees.

GREG
s that where ny scientists are? In
t hose | abs?

MRS SHEFFI ELD

Yes, well, | rather suspect so.
GREG

They went quiet a while back. Real

qui et .

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Did they indeed? Pluto, dear, would
you m nd poppi ng back and checki ng on
then? 1'd do it, only the floor is
covered in snakes and bananas, and |
don't exactly trust my eyes at the
nonent, you see.

DR VON HABER ZETZER
Did you say there are snakes on zis
fl oor? You are reasonably confident
zis is only a vision, yes?
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MRS SHEFFI ELD
Reasonabl y. Not sure about the
bananas, though.

GREG
No snakes, doc.

JESSI E
VWhat about the bananas?

DR THEO
Whi ch concerns you nore?

GREG
How many tines am | gonna have to ask
y'all to |leave the bridge before you
break sonet hi ng?

MADELI NE
Have we left yet?

GREG
Nope.

MRS SHEFFI ELD
Then at | east once nore, but perhaps
you could stop for the nonment. None of
us seens to be nmoving, so | think the
equi pnent is relatively safe, for now.

COLI N
Wiy aren't we noving? | think I'm
trying, though I've forgotten howto
nove things.

LEET
Yeah. | renmenber | used to do a thing
called "wal king," but I don't really
remenber what it is.

JULI E
This is fascinating.
COLI N
W're all just a bunch of lab rats to

you, aren't we.

GREG
Pretty sure the phrase nowis "lab
zebra."

19.
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COLI N
O course, it's all about you.

GREG
|"mjust saying y'all are getting a
taste of what it is to be ne.

CCOLI N
You're joking. |'ve been an experi nent
since | ate the olive!

GREG
Whose fault is that?

CCLI N
EVERYONE BUT ME. And coul d you stop
kal ei doscoping while I'mtalking to
you?

JESSI E
"' mnot an alien.

MADEL | NE
What ? OCh, yeah, we were tal king about
you being aliens, but we got
si detracked. You sidetracked us!

JULI E
Not on purpose...

COLI N
Which is precisely what an alien would
do!

LEET
Ah, come on. Leave her al one. She
snell s nice.

DR THEO
She's a- AN hallucination. You can't
snell her.

LEET
She could be an ol factory
hal | uci nati on.

DR THEO
Leet. You surprise ne.

LEET
Gretchen in your novel suffers from

20.
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phant osm a.

DR THEO
... | didn't think you were
I i stening.

LEET

You followed nme around the ship for
three days. | couldn't help it.

DR THEO
Leet. I'm... I'm... genuinely
t ouched.

LEET
Li ke this?

DR THEO
Quch! You have claws on that arm 1In
fact, you have claws on all the arns
on your right side.

SOQUTHERS
Wel |, being soneone's fever dream has
been an experience, but | think
m ght just head on back to earth now,
if yall will release ne.

ALBATRGCS
"Rel ease" you? How exactly would you
have us do that?

SOUTHERS
Well, hell, little |ady, how should I
know? Wake up, sober up, nman up
what ever it takes!

ALBATROS
Call nme "little | ady" again, and |
wi |l punch you hard enough to nmake the

real you bl eed.

SOUTHERS
Al'l right, all right-
ALBATROS
Be quiet or I'Il rip off your antennae

and carapace, got it?

MADEL I NE
Anyone el se's hal | uci nati ons have,
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like, really bad accents?

DONNA
[muf fl ed, | eaf sounds] Hall ucination?
| told Leet not to use the yellow
fl owers.

LEET
They're pretty!

DONNA
So are box jellyfish, but you wouldn't
fill your swi mm ng pool with them

woul d you?

LEET
It's not actually a swi nm ng pool. |
tried that already.

DONNA
| was right. You do develop a
resi stance over tine. And | nade
anot her di scovery. The sl eep effect
cones fromthese little seed pods. You
pop 'emli ke bubble wap, see, and
they release these little spoors..
[ pop pop pop, everyone passes out but
Greg, Donna, and Pl uto]

CREG
Geni us.

DONNA
Qops.

PLUTO

My lady. Wapped in greens as befits
t he daughter of Deneter, Queen of the
Har vest .

DONNA
Well, hey there! Didn't see you with
t hese fronds over ny eyes.

PLUTO
Are you ready to return with me to
Eart h?

DONNA
Oh, not just yet. You head on back,
t hough.

22.
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PLUTO
But first, a kiss.

[ pause for snoochi es]

GREG
Uhhhhhh. This is getting a little
awkward. Hell o?

[ more snoochi es]

GREG
Seriously? Cone on now, at |east one
of you has to cone up for a breath

NARRATOR 2
Uh... Aren't you gonna draw the
narrative curtain?

NARRATOR
Yes, | suppose. It's fun to watch G eg
squi rm t hough

GREG
Quys? Hell o? Ww. This has to be sone
sort of record.

NARRATOR 2
K, now |'mgetting unconfortable.
You' ve been |istening to-

NARRATOR
My bridge. My outro.

NARRATOR 2
Vell, hurry up. This is a famly show

NARRATOR
Who told you that? FINE. You' ve been
listening to...

Bonnie Brantley as Jessie and Donna

Ri chard Cowen as Leet

Ti m Sherburn as Colin

Aaron Clark as Ben and | e Bichon Frise
June C ark Eubanks as the Al batros
Kevin Hall as Geg

Shannon Perry as Madel i ne

lri Al exander as Julie

Eric Perry as Dr von Haber Zetzer, M
Sout hers, and Joe



David S Dear as Dr. Theo Bronee

Lee Shackl eford as Pl uto

Sarah Golding as Ms Sheffield

Kyl e Jones as Narrator 2, and

"' m Ri chard Nadol ny as your Narrator

Qur nusic is by John Fal ey; our
artwork is by Lucas Elliott. Oz 9 is
witten by Shannon Perry. Stop by Oz-9
dot com and pick up our free fan kit.
M nutes of fun for the whole famly.

Until next time, Space Monkeys,
Narrat or out.
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